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The shape of the Earth has remained 
unchanged, for millions of years, but 
not so its map. The map of the world is 
constantly changing as the boundaries 
of countries change. The boundaries of 
old countries crumble, only to form new 
ones, yet others merge to form new, 
larger countries. Wars and conflicts 
constantly redraw the boundary lines of 
our world map. World War Ilis perhaps 
the best example of this. 

In modern times, technological ad- 
vances have made us all neighbours. A 
single touch onthe key pad, and people 
thousands of miles away are right be- 
fore us in an instant. The world is shrink- 
ing toa large village - a global village. 

Even then geographical boundaries 
doexist. Abetter understanding among 
people about every land, its people, its 
way Of life is definitely a need of the 
hour. 

This issue of Tell Me Why takes youto 
some of the countries of the world. As 
you know, it isan impossible taskto fea- 
ture all the countries in a single issue, 
but we have included the maximum 
number possible. We are planning to 
publish another title soon, including the 
remaining countries. 
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Why 
has Arme- 
nia been 
fiercely pro- 
tectiveofitscul- “Si iat 
ture and traditions? ——————— 

Armenia is located in the 
Southern Caucasus, and is the The National Assembly of 
smallest of the former Soviet Armenia — 
republics. It’s a land of rugged ; 
mountains and extinct volca- 
noes. ‘ 

Over the centuries, Armenia 
has been conquered by Greeks, 
Romans, Persians, Byzantines, 
Mongols, Arabs, OttomanTurks, 
and Russians. From the 16" 
century through World War |, 


Georgia 


Georgia is situated at the strategi- 
cally important crossroads where Eu- 
rope meets Asia. Forested mountains 


Pompey’s Bridge in Georgia 


the Persians and O1 
century, Eastern Armenian territories © 
became part of the Russian Empire in 


the early 19" century, while the rest — 


stayed within the Ottoman Empire. 

Throughout most ofits long history, 
Armenia has been invaded by a suc- 
cession of empires. Under constant 
threat of domination by foreign forc- 
es, Armenians became both cosmo- 
politan as well as fierce protectors of 
their culture and tradition. This in- 
cludes a strong tradition of religious 
music, and the making of stone carv- 
Ings called khatchkars. 
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mans in the 16" 


cover much of the 
land, and Georgiais 
noted for its food 
and hospitality. 
Over the centuries, 
Georgia was the 
object of rivalry be- 
tween Persia, Tur- 
key, and Russia, be- 
fore being eventu- 
ally annexed by 
Russia in the 19% 
century. Georgia 
emerged from the 
collapsing Soviet 
Union as an inde- 
pendent state in 
1991. 


Asia is the larg- 
est of the conti- 
nents, both in 

- area and pop- 
« ulation. 


eevee 
puevsee te, 


Why is Kazakhstan associated with 
Russia? 

Officially known as the Republic of Ka- 
zakhstan, the country is mostly situated 
in Central Asia, though part of it is also 
located in Europe. Russia conquered Ka- 
zakhstan about 100 years ago, and Kaza- 
khstanbecameapartofthe Soviet Union. 
Itis now anindependent state. 

Kazakhstan’s varied landscape stretch- 
es from the mountainous, heavily popu- 
lated regions of the east, to the sparsely 
populated, energy-rich lowlands in the 
west, and from the industrialized north, 
with its Siberian climate and terrain, 
through the arid, empty steppes of the 
centre, to the fertile south. The Kazakhs 
make up over half the population, while 
the Russians comprise just over a quar- 
ter. Smaller minorities of Uzbeks, Kore- 
ans, Chechens and others account for 
the rest. The main religion, Islam, was 
suppressed like all others under Com- 
munist rule, but has enjoyed a revival 
since the collapse of the Soviet Union. 
Kazakhstan is also the world’s pat igh 


Prewicnital Palace of Turkmen tee , 


Why are Turkmenistan and Uz- 
bekistan important? 

Turkmenistan has the smallest 
population of the five former Soviet 
republics in Central Asia. It is made up 
mainly of desert, and is important as 
it has the world’s fifth largest esti- 
mated reserves of natural gas. 

Turkmenistan declared its sover- 
eigntyin1990,and becameamember 
of the Commonwealth of Independ- 
ent States in 1991, together with ten 
other former Soviet republics. 

Uzbekistan’s 
majestic cities 
such as Bukhara 
and Samarkand, 
famed for their 
architectural 
opulence, once 
flourished = as 
trade and cul- 
tural centres. 
Today, it is one 
of the world’s 
biggest produc- 
ers‘of cotton. 


fo 


4 Cotton, 
\ Cotton every- 
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Land of 
Tajiks 
Tajikistan 
isarug- 
ged, 
mountain- 
ous coun- 
trythatwasa Pi 
Soviet Republic. The 
name Tajikistan means 
‘Landof the Tajiks’. The 
Tajiks are 

descended fromthe 
Persians, whofirst 
settled here thousands 
of years ago. The Tajiks 
were successively ruled 
by the Uzbeks andthen 
the Afghans until 
claimed by Russiain 
the 1860's. It became 
independentof the 
Soviet Unionin 1991. 


Tajik Children 


Afghanistan’s strategic position sand- 
wiched between the Middle East, Central 
Asia, and the Indian subcontinent along 
the ancient ‘Silk Route’ was the reason that 
this country has long been fought over - 
despite its rugged and forbidding terrain. 
It has a history and culture that goes back 
over 5000 years. 

Afghanistan is a rugged mountainous 
country with a climate that ranges from 
extreme heatto biting cold. Itiscompletely 
landlocked and a narrow pass, the Khyber 
Pass links it to Pakistan. The Khyber Pass is 
one of the most important passes in the 
world, from the time of Alexander the 
Great. Did you know that he marched his 


Soviet troops ill Pie AVehanisaie ades phen 


Soldiers of Afghan 
National Army 


army through it to 
reach India? There 
are about 20 differ- 
ent ethnic groups 
living here, and each 
group has its own 
language and tradi- 
tions. 

At the turn of the 


21* century, the 
country was more 
synonymous with 


war and terrorism. 
Today, Afghanistan 
is on the road to re- 
covery, Conga — 


eel 


According ry cymit is 
the birthplace of the ancient — 
Greek Goddess of Love, J oe 
Aphrodite. Cyprus owesits _ 
name to the word for copper _ 
in ancient Greek, ‘Kypros.’ 
The island has rich copper 
deposits. This island has played an 
important part in the history, foritlies 
at the crossroads ofthree continents. 


The Mouflon - National 
Animal of Cyprus 


continents- Europe and 
Asia, and its strategically 
important location has giv- 
en it major influence in the 
region - and control over 
the entrance to the Black 
Sea. 

Turkey is also a land of 
oe lakes and rivers. About half 
Legendary Walls of Troy the population lives in large 
towns, while the plains 
along the coast of the Black 
Sea are home to farmers 

Turkey is a vast and varied coun- +~whokeepanimalsandgrow 
try boasting incredible landscapes fruits, nuts, and tobacco. 
and natural wonders, bordered by __ The capital of Turkey is An- 
four different seas. Itslandscapeis kara, while another very 
dotted with battlegrounds, ruined important city is Istanbul. 
castles, and the palaces of great The Bosphorus suspension 
empires. It is a large peninsula that bridge connects Asian part 
acts like a bridge between two of Turkeyto Europe. 
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Why do Jews everywhere 


consider Israel their home? 
The state of Israel was formed 
in 1948, as a Jewish state 
and a democratic republic. 
Its borders in the West are 
the Mediterranean Sea and 
the Gaza Strip, while in the 
North, its borders are Leba- 
non and Syria. Jordan and 
the Palestinian Authority's 
autonomous territories lie to 
the East, and in the South, lie 
Egypt and the Red Sea. Israel 
is a land of deserts, moun- 
tains, plains and beaches. 
Jews all over the world con- 
sider Israel their home. Israel is 
part of a historicland called Pal- 
estine, where a Hebrew king- 
dom was established in 1000 
BC. Palestine was later split into 
the kingdoms of Judah and Isra- 
el, which were subsequently in- 
vaded by the Assyrians, Babylo- 
nians, Egyptians, Persians, Ro- 
mans, and Alexander the Great. 
For a Jew, Israelis more than a 
place - it is their Holy Land, 


Baghdad Convention Centre 


Why is Iraq considered so 

richin history? 

Iraq is the home of one of the 
earliest of civilizations. Modern 
Iraq was Ancient Mesopotamia, 
from the Greek word meaning 
‘between two rivers’. It was 

here that human beings first 
began to cultivate their land, 
where writing was invented, 
and where the Assyrians, 
Sumerians, and Babylonians 
all made Iraq the centre of the 
ancient world. The country 
remains rich with a glorious 
past, but recent history has 
dealt less kindly with Iraq. 
Indeed, in recent years, few 


where their history began. For 
over 2000 years, the Jews were 


exiled from this sacred land of 
theirs, and persecuted, and it 
was only after World War Il 
ended, that they were able to 
return home to Israel. 


Kyrgyzstanis 
known as the 
‘Switzerland of 
Central Asia’. 
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Iraq c/o ‘India’ 

Did you know that Iraq 
was once a part of India? 
During World War |, Iraq 
came under the British 
rule. India was also under 
the British. After the war, 
an international organi- 
zation called the ‘League 


a 


overthrown and later killed. 
Iraq is a land of deserts and 
mountains, and at its heart is 
its capital city of Baghdad. To- 
day, Iraq has oil and and sugar 
refineries. Its economy is built 
on its oil reserves, which have 
also been the cause of much 


of Nations’ was formed. 
lraq came under its rule. 
Britain undertook the ad- 
ministration of Iraq for 
the League of Nations, 
through the Bombay 
administration. Iraq was 
then a part of the Bombay 
State - from 1920 to1932. 


strife and turbulence. 


May these 
civilizations rest 
in peace. 


countries have experienced 
such external interference 
as Iraq has, culminating in 
the 2003 American-ledinva- 
sion of the country. Sadam 
Hussein, ruler of Iraq was 


Kyrgyzstan 

Kyrgyzstan is a Central Asian state 
bordering China. It was a part of the Soviet Un- 
ion, and became independent after the Soviet 
Union’s collapse in 1991. It has some oil and 
gas and a developing gold mining sector. Mon- 
ster mountains and their associated scraggy 
valleys, glaciers, and ice-blue lakes dominate 
over 90% of the country. The people are mostly nomads, 
raising sheep and pigs or peasants growing cotton and to- 
bacco. Tourism is averyimportant industry today. 
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Why is Iran a mixture of op- 
posites? 

Iran was known as Persia be- 
fore 1935. It was one of the 
greatest empires of the ancient 
world, and the country has its 
ownlanguage, Persian. It hasan 
abundance of energy resources 
that include substantial oil re- 
serves as well as natural gas. 

Iran lies within the Alpine- 
Himalayan mountain system. 
The centre of Iran is a vast pla- 
teau that is an empty desert of 
salt, sand, and gravel. Narrow 


s are | alon 


yria is the land that 
gave humanity the 
world’s first alphabet. A 
country of fertile plains, 
mountains and deserts, 
it is home to many dif- 


ferent ethnic and religious groups. Mod- 
ern Syria gained its independence from 


France in 1946. 
12 


the shores of the Persian Gulf, 
Gulf of Oman, and the Caspian 
Sea.lranissubjectto numerous, 
and often severe earthquakes 
and volcanic eruptions. 

Iran's central position has 
made it a crossroads of migra- 
tion, and it has a Persian core 
that includes over half of the 
people. Itisa country where the 
desert glory of ancient king- 
doms exists alongside the dy- 
namic present of today’s world. 


Clay tablet from Syria 
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Kuwait Towers 


Yippee! 
Another well 
of wealth! 


Lebanon 
A small, mountainous 
country in the Middle 
East, Lebanon was under 
the French until inde- 
pendence in 1943. The Lebanon 
Mountains, which run parallel to the 
western coast, cover most of the coun- 
try, while on the eastern border is the 
Anti-Lebanon Range. Between thetwo 
lies the fertile Bekaa Valley. Lebanon 
isfamous forits cedar wood. 
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Why is Kuwait con- 
sidered one of the 
richest countries in 
the world? 

Kuwait is a small, oil- 
rich country nestling at 
the top of the Persian 
Gulf. Its neighbours are 
Saudi Arabiatothesouth, 
Iraq to the north, and Iran 
to the east. This low-ly- 
ing desert land is mainly 
sandy andbarren. There 
are no lakes or rivers in 
Kuwait, so distilled sea 
wateris the mainsource 
of fresh water. Kuwait 


has large oil fields, and 


huge profits have been 
made by exporting oil, 
making it oneofthe rich- 
est countriesin the world. 


Lebanese Parliament 
Building 


Bayan Palace - Seat of the 
Government of Kuwait 


Kuwait is believed to have 
been part of an early civiliza- 
tion in the 34 millennium BC. 
and to have traded with Meso- 
potamian cities. In the late 18' 
and early 19" centuries, the 
sheikdom belonged to the 
fringes of the Ottoman Empire. 
Kuwait obtained British pro- 
tection in 1897.In 1961, Kuwait 
became independent. 

Kuwait is best described as a 
city state. The capital Kuwait 
City has been attracting 
Bedouin people from the Ara- 
bian interior, in search of a sea 
breeze and an escape from re- 
curring drought, for centuries. 
Today the metropolis is still an 
oasis in a land of desert plains. 
In 1990, Kuwait wasinvaded by 
Iraq, but in 1991, the lraqis 
were driven out bytroops from 
the United Kingdom and Unit- 
ed States. 
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Saudi Arabiaoccupiesmost 
of the Arabian Peninsula. It is 


a barren desert with no per- 
manent rivers or lakes. Yet it 
is one of the wealthiest na- 


ordan is a small coun- 
try in the heart of the 
Middle East. It has few 
natural resources, and its 
significance results partly 
from its strategic loca- 
tion. The desert kingdom 
emerged out of the post- 
World War | division of 


tions in the world! Saudi Arabia capable of producing more 
has emerged from being an un- than 10 million barrels per day. 
derdeveloped desert kingdomto It contains the world’s largest 
become one of the wealthiest continuous sand desert, the 
nations in the region, thanks to Rub Al-Khali, or Empty Quar- 
vast oil resources. Saudi Arabia _ ter. Its oil region lies primarily 
sits on more than 25% of the in the eastern province along 
world’s known oil reserves. It is © thePersianGulf. 

The kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
is almost entirely the creation 

Oil isthe of King Abdul Aziz bin Saud, 
secret of our who lived from 1882 to 1953. 
Saudi Arabia is not only the 
homeland of the Arab peoples 
- itis thought that the first Ar- 
abs originated on the Arabian 
Peninsula—butalso the home- 
land of Islam, the world’s sec- 
ond-largest religion. The two 
holypilgrimage cities of Mecca 
and Medina are also in Saudi 
Arabia. 


Jordan — 


the Middle East by Britain and 
France. Unlike manyofthe states 
in the region, Jordan has no oil of 
its own. Its resources 
are limited to phos- 
phates and agricultur- 
al produce. The econo- 
my depends largely on 
services, tourism, and WAS 


foreign aid. AG WN Yio ee 


Which emirates make 
up the United Arab Emir- 
ates or UAE? 

The United Arab Emir- 
ates, or UAE is a federation 
of seven states formed in 
1971. These states were 
earlier ruled by Arab 
princes. Since then, it has 
grown from a quiet back- 
water to one of the Middle 
East’s most important 
economic centres. Al- 
though each state - Abu 
Dhabi, Dubai, Ajman, Fu- 
jairah, Ras al Khaimah, 
Sharjah and Umm al Qai- 
wain - maintains a large 
degree of independence, 
the UAE is governed by a 
Supreme Council of rulers 


Burj Khalifa- 
The Tallest 
Building in the 
World 


Frankincense Country 
Oman is one of the more tradi- 
tional countries in the Gulf re- 

gion. Occupying the south- 
east corner of the Arabian 
Peninsula, it has a strate- 
gically important posi- 
tion at the mouth of 
the Gulf. Oil is the 
mainstay of its 
economy, 


Opa 


made up of the seven emirs, who 
appoint the prime minister and the 
cabinet. Before oil was discovered in 
the 1950's, the UAE’s economy was 
dependent on fishing, and pearling 
industry. But since 1962, when Abu 
Dhabi became the first of the emir- 
ates to begin exporting oil, the 
country’s society and economy have 
been transformed. 


Abu Dhabi - 
Capital city of UAE © 


but Oman is renowned for its 
frankincense, a scented gum 
that is obtained from a desert 


Why is Qatar an all embrac- 
ing welfare state? 

Qatar occupies a small penin- 
sula that extends into the Per- 
sian Gulf from the east side of 
the Arabian Peninsula. Qatar, 
once one of the poorest Gulf 
states, is now one of the richest 
countries in the region, thanks 
to the exploitation of large oil 


shrub. Oman has an ancient 


sea trading tradition, and for 
centuries, was famed for the 
export of frankincense. 


peaeeseat: Capital or 


and gasfields since 
the 1940's. The mainly 

barren country was a British 
protectorate until 1971, when 
it declared its independence. It 
did not join the United Arab 
Emirates. The population is 
small. Foreigners - including la- 
bourers attracted byaconstruc- 
tion boom -outnumber natives. 
Oil money funds an all-embrac- 
ing welfare state, with many 
services being free, or heavily 
subsidized. 


A Desert Landscape in Bahrain 


Why are Bahrain and The 
Maldives fascinating? 

Bahrain is made up of 30 is- 
lands that lie off the coast of 
Saudi Arabia in the Persian Gulf. 
The main islands are joined by 
bridges, and the largest island, 
which is also called Bahrain, is 
linked to Saudi Arabia through 
a causeway. It was one of the 
firststatesin the Gulftodiscover 
oil, and to build a refinery, and 
so, it benefited from oil wealth 
before most of its neighbours. 
From vast quantities of oil to 
natural gas, you just have to 
name it, and Bahrain has it. Fish 
stocks are also abundant in this 
part ofthe world. Didyouknow 


that Bahrain — the name means 


AnTslandin 
The Maldives 


‘two Seas’ - was once viewed by 
the ancient Sumerians as an is- 
land paradise to which the wise 
and the brave were taken after 
they died? 

The Maldives are a series of 
ancient coral reefs in the Indian 
Ocean that grew up around the 
sides of towering prehistoric 
volcanoes. These immense 
structures have long since sunk 
into the ocean, leaving behind 
coralislands of incredible natu- 
ral beauty. There are about 
1200 islands, but only 200 are 
inhabited. The Maldives be- 
came trading posts for the Por- 
tuguese and the Dutch from 
the 1500's, and were ruled by 
the British from 1887, until the 
islands got their independence 
in 1965. The economy revolves 
around tourism, and scores of 
islands have been developed 
for the top end of the tourist 
market. 


Year, . 
our country is 
growing ! 


he 

smallest 
country in 
Asiainboth 
areaand 


population 
isthe 
Maldives 


emen has been 
at the crossroads of 
Africa, the Middle 
East and Asia for 
thousands of years. 
This is due toits po- 
sition on the an- 
cientspice routes. 
The northeastisa 
baking stony desert 
where years can 
pass without rain. 
However, the 
mountains and 
coastal plains dore- 
ceive rain every 
year. Oil and the 
construction indus- 
try arevery 
important tothe 
economy. The 
capital city is Sana, 
and the main ex- 
Ports are petroleum 
products, cotton, 
and fish. 
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A Foot Bridge in Yemen 


Why was Pakistan formed? 

Pakistan was born out of the parti- 
tion of the Indian sub-continent in 
1947, Pakistan was originally existed in 
two parts. The east wing - present-day 
Bangladesh - is on the Bay of Bengal, 
bordering India and Burma. The west 
wing - present-day Pakistan, stretches 
from the Himalayas down to the Arabi- 
an Sea. The name Pakistan g 
is derived from the Urdu 
words ‘Pak’ meaning pure, 
and ‘stan’ meaning 
country. aie 


Islamabad 


Karachi 


The northern and western high- 
lands of Pakistan contain the tower- 
ing Karakoram and Pamir mountain 
ranges, which include some of the 
world’s highest peaks. The Baluchistan 
Plateau lies to the west, and the Thar 
Desert and an expanse of alluvial 
plains, the Punjab and Sind, lie to the 
east. The 1,600 kilometres long Indus 
River and its tributaries flow through 
thecountry. 

What is now Pakistan was, in prehis- 
toric times, the Indus Valley civiliza- 
tion. A series of invaders - Aryans, Per- 
sians, Greeks, Arabs, Turks, and others 
- controlled the region for the next 
several thousand years. In 1526, the 
land became part of the Mogul Em- 
pire, which ruled most of the Indian 
subcontinent from the 16 to the 
mid-18" century. By 1857, the British 
became the dominant power in the 
region. Pakistan came into being as 
an independent nation when India 
won her independence from the 
British. 
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O what big » 
contrasts! / 


Why is India called 
theland of contrasts? 

India is the world’s 
thelargest democracy, 
thesecond mostpopu- 
lous country, and the 
seventh largest in 
terms of size. It is mili- 
tarily strong, has ama- 
jor cultural influence, 
and a_ fast-growing 
and powerful econo- 
my. It is a land of con- 
trasts from its snow- 
dusted mountains to 
sun-washed beaches, 
its tranquil temples to 
feisty festivals, from 
the lantern-lit villages 
to software-supremo 
cities. There are mas- 
sive mountain ranges 
with snowy peaks, vast 
plains crossed by 
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Parliament Building of India 


broad rivers, parched = 
deserts, dense tropical many empires based on religion. By 
forests and palm fringed the 1800‘s, the English East India 
beaches. India is rich in Company controlled large areas, and 
natural resources, yet in 1858, India became a part of the 
there is not enough food British Empire. In 1947, India gained 
foreveryone.|Industryhas its independence and adopted the 
transformed the cities, federal political system, whereby 
yet poverty still abounds. power is shared between the central 
In fact, India has been government and 28 states. 
called the rich country 7 
where poor people live! ygia Gate 

India is home to over a 
billion people, speaking 
around a thousand lan- 
guages and dialects, with 
a large number of reli- 
gions. Did you know that 
four of the world’s reli- 
gions- Hinduism, Bud- 
dhism, Jainism and 
Sikhism, originated in In- 
dia? India is also home to 
One of eee of an- 


Haa Valley 
in Bhutan 


hutan is a tiny country that 
is only 177 kilometres from 
north to south, and 321 kilome- 
tresfrom east to west. It nestles 
in the Himalayas between India 
and China. Almost completely 
cut off for centuries, it has tried 
to let in some aspects of the 
outside world while fiercely 
guarding its ancient traditions. 
The Bhutanese name for Bhu- 
tan, Druk Yul, means ‘Land ofthe 
Thunder Dragon’, and its flag 
shows a rampaging dragon. 


National Flag of Thailand 
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Why is Nepal a favourite 
destination for tourists? | 

Perched on the roof of the 
Himalayas, Nepal shares a 
snowy border with China 
and India. A landlocked 
country, it had been ruled 
by monarchs or a ruling 
family for mostofits modern 
history in relative isolation, 
until it became a republic i 
May 2008. Here, the tallest 
mountain in the world, 
Mount Everest, soars above 
range after range of icy 
peaks. It’s a land of yaks and 
yetis, stupas and Sherpas, 
and some of the best trek- 
king on Earth. Is it any won- 
der that Nepal is a hot fa- 
vourite with tourists from all 
overthe world? 


The first civilizations ie 
whieh flourished | 
th ce 


Nepale 


Do you know what is common about the 
national anthems of India and Bangladesh? 
Both were written by the same person! Our 
‘Jana Gana Mana’ and Bangladesh’s ‘Amar 
Shonar Bangla’ were both taken from songs 
composed by Rabindranath Tagore. [ J 


lana 


Kathmandu — - Valley 
where the | present- 


day capital of the same 


nameis located. Itwas 
in this region that 


Prince Siddhartha — 
Gautama was born in — 


Nepal < 
Others 


Why does Bangladesh havea spe- 
cial relationship with India? 

The region that is now Bangladesh 
wasonce partof the Indian province of 
Bengal. Later, when India was divided 
into India and Pakistan, it was known 
as East Pakistan. Bangladesh came into 
being only in 1971, when the two parts 
of Pakistan split, after a bitter war in 
which India played a major role in 
helping Bangladesh become inde- 
pendent. Most of Bangladesh is very 
: low lying, flat land. 
“We on) Itisoneofthe most 


free from densely populated 
Pakistan! regions in the 
~ world. The two 
great rivers, the 
Ganges and the 
Brahmaputra,meet 
here, to form a 
iy maze of waterways 
that make up the 
world’s largest del- 
ta. As a_ result, 
Bangladesh is 
prone to frequent 
floods that cause 
great damage. 
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Why is SriLankaknown 
as ‘the jewel box’ of the 
Indian Ocean’? 

Sri Lanka lies off the 
southern tip of India. This 
tropical island has fasci- 
nated travellers for centu- 
ries, with its palm-fringed 
beaches, diverse land- 
scapes and _historical 
monuments. Known as 
‘Serendip’ to Arab geogra- 
phers, the island fell under 
Portuguese and Dutch in- _ fluence and finally came under Brit- 
ish rule when it was called Ceylon. 
The island became independent in 
1948, and changed its name to Sri 
Lanka in 1972. Agriculture is the 
main occupation, and the important 
crops produced are tea, coconuts, 
rice, and rubber. Sri Lanka is also 
knownas the ‘jewel box ofthe Indian 


yanmar, or Burma as it was 
earlier known, is in the Indo Chi 
nese peninsula. It is rimmed wit 


id you know that 
kick boxing originat- rane 
ed in Thailand? This A Rock Fortress in Sri Lanka 
tough sport often 
takes place in a ring 
where combatants 
may utilize kicks, 
punches, elbow 
strikes, head butts, 
knee strikes, and 
throws against one 
another. Kick boxing 
is now a very popular 
sport all over the 
world. 


tall mountains that 
surround the broad 
fertile valley of the 

Ayeyarwady River. 
In the early 19* cen- 
tury, the British East 
India Company ex- 
panded to the whole 
of Burma. Burma be- 
came an independ- 
ent nation after 
World War ll. 


pr erence 


/ 


Ocean’, and has yielded 
precious stones and fine 
gems in a great profu- 
sion of species and vari- 
eties. Gems from Ceylon 
became famous all over 
the world, and today 
there is even a town 


called Ratnapura 
‘gem town’! 


Wow! . 


Found a pre- 
cious stones y 
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Buddhist Images in Thailand 


Thailand is situated in South East Asia, 
and is a land of emerald paddy fields, 
misty mountains, and golden beaches. 
The Buddhist religion, the monarchy, 
and the military have helped to shape 
its society and politics. The Thais first 
began settling in their present home- 
land in the 6"*century, and by the end 
of the 13 century, ruled most of the 
western portion. During the next 400 
years, they fought sporadically with the 
Cambodians to the east and the Bur- 
mese to the west. Thailand was formerly 
called Siam. 


ql ga in 
“| Thailandisthe only sy 
South-east Asian y 

| country never to have 4 ; 


been colonised by 
European powers. 
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Oras 


The 

Kingdom of 

Million Pha That 

Elephants Dic? The National 
Laos is a couniey of sagged Symbol of Laos 


mountains and dense forests 
that lies in the heart of South Why China is considered 
East Asia. Laos is also one of the most powerful 
known as ‘the Kingdom ~/ countries on Earth? 
ofamillionelephants’, “ = China stretches 5000 kilometres 
because the capital of from east to west, and 5500 kilome- 
the ancientkingdom tres from north to south. It occupies 
used to be sur- one fifth of Asia’s area, and is the third 
rounded by large largest country in the world. It is the big- 
pastures that » gestin terms of population- 50,000 babies 
wee ial » are born in China every day! It has high 
Shanice ©. i mountains, plateaus, sandy deserts, and 
P g i dense forests and thousands of rivers of 
/ 
i 


which the Yangtze is the most important. 


Beijing - Capital city of China) 
; 
' 


China is home to the 
oldest of civilizations- in 
fact, many of the ele- 
ments that make up the 
foundation of the mod- 
ern world originated in 
China, including paper, 
gunpowder, credit 
banking, the compass, 
and paper money. Chi- 
nese history is divided 
into dynasties, and the 
last emperor was over- 
thrown in 1912, and Chi- 
na became a Republic. 

The People’s Republic 
of China was founded in 
1949 after the Commu- 
nist Party defeated the 
previously dominant 
nationalist Kuomintang 
in a civil war. However, 
after the death of its 
leader Mao in 1976, a 
new leadership and 
economic reforms were 
ushered in. Nowadays, 
China is one of the 
world’s top exporters, 
and is attracting record 
amounts of foreign in- 
Vestment. In turn, itis in- 
Vesting billions of dollars 
abroad, and is emerging 
as oneof the most pow- 
erful countries on Earth. 
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Why was Korea divided? 

Korea is an East Asian country 
that is at present divided into two 
countries — North Korea and South 
Korea. But why did this divisiontake 
place? 

The Soviet Unicon occupied the 
northern half of Korea after World 
War II ended in 1945. At the same 
time, Southern Korea was control- 
led by the United States. The penin- 
sula was formally split in two in 
1948.The political differences be- 


3 Support ~ 
Support capitalism! 
communism! 


Why is Japan known as the ‘Land of the 
. Rising Sun’? 
& Japan is an archipelago, which means a 


=f group of islands. Though there are around 
Y. 3000 islands in the archipelago, Japan’s fou 
Prva main islands are Honshu, Hokkaido, Kyushu, 
and Shikoku. Legend attributes the creation o 


Angkor Wat, Japan to the sun goddess, from whom the em 
in Siem Reap, perors were descended, and that is why Japan 
Cambodia, is knownas the ‘Land of the Rising Sun’. : 
is the largest Almost four fifths of Japan is covered with 
religious mountains. The highest peak is Mount Fuji. It is 
templein 

theworld 


Tokyo - Capital City 
of Japan 


tween the two rival states led to 
the outbreak of a horrific war in 
1950. Three years later, a cease- 
fire agreement ended the Ko- 
rean War. Butthe North Koreans 
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and South Koreans have to this 
day,neversignedapeacetreaty. 
South Korea has developed into 
one of Asia’s most affluent 
countries since partition in 


Tell Me Why 


acone shaped volcano. Japan 
also has around 200 volca- © 
noes, 60 of which are active. 
Modern farming methods 
make maximum use of the 
scarce land available f or culti- 
vation. Fishing is also an im- 
portant occupation, and Ja- 
pan’s manufacturing plants 
have ushered in an economic 
boom. 


Angkor Wat 


7 * 

x gy Cambodia 

a j = Zi Pr ace Cambodia 
peel OE is located 

A World Heritage Site in Japan in the southern part of the 


Indochina Peninsula. The 
area that is present-day 
Cambodia came under 
Khmer rule around the 
year 600AD, when the 
region was at thecentreof 
avastempire that 
stretched overmost of 


While retaining its time- 
honoured culture, Japan rap- 
idly absorbed Western tech- 
nology. 

In spite of its devastating 
defeat in World War Il, Japan 


recovered, to become a truly Southeast Asia. Under the 
Powerful nation. Khmers, a magnificent 
temple complex was con- 
1948. North Korea, on the other structed at Angkor. This 
hand, hasbeenoneoftheworld’s beautiful, fertile land has 
most secretive societies. It is one been the scene of many 
of the few countries still under conflicts , and this legacy 
nominally communist rule. hasleftit a poor country. 
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Why is Singapore consid- 
ered one of Asia’s economic 
‘tigers’? 

Singapore is made up of 50 
islands that lie just above the 
equator, off the southern tip of 
the Malay Peninsula. According 

to legend, this city state was 

founded byaMalay prince 
who landed on the is- 
land in 1299. The 
largest of the 
islands 
Mongolia 
Mongolia spreads 
across 1.5 million sq km 


of the Central Asian plateau. Once 
the heartland ofan empire stretching to 
Europe under the leader = A 
Genghis Khan, Mongoliais a _ Ae 
landlocked country =| y, 
dominated by sparsely 
populated steppe and 
semi-desert. Analystssayit 
could become one ofthe 
world’s fastest growing 
economies today. 


SEEGERLEES 


LAABSLALLANEESEE? 


fey re 


The Port of Singapore 


is linked by road to Malaysia. 
Singapore was once a colonial 
outpost of Britain, but became 
internally self-governing in 
1959. Singapore united with 
other former British territories 
to form Malaysia in 1963 and 
became a fully independent 
state twoyears later after sepa- 
ration from Malaysia. In spite of 
the fact that there is very little 
agricultural land and the rain- 


Mongolia is 
called the 


‘Land of the 
Blue Sky’. 


Tell Me Why 


forests have been cut for build- 
ing homes, Singapore is a very 
rich country. In fact, Singapore 
is often referred to as one of 
Asia's economic ‘tigers’. Its 
economy is driven by electron- 
ics manufacturing and financial 
services, shipping, and interna- 
tional trade. 


Highspeed Railway in Taiwan 


Taiwan 
Taiwan, formerly known as 
Formosa, is an island that is 
separated from Mainland Chi- 
na by a narrow strait. In 1949, 
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+ Taipei 101 - 
‘=== One of the World’s 
, Tallest Buildings 


when the Communists took 
over China, many of the de- 
feated leaders fled to Taiwan 
and settled there. Though 
farmers grow crops like rice 
and pineapples, and fishing is 
an important occupation, in- 
dustry now occupies centre 
stage.Taiwan’s factories pro- 
duce goods that are exported 
all over the world. 
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Why is Malaysiaa ,/ Malaysia is the only 
country inthe worldto 


favoured . tourist 

destination? \ havearotating system 
X 
N 


Malaysia is on the roethe of kings. 


Malay Peninsula in 
Southeast Asia. Most by forest, with a mountain range running 
of Malaysiaiscovered thelengthofthe peninsula. 

The ancestors of the people that now 
inhabit the Malaysian peninsula first mi- 
grated to the area between 2500 and 
1500 BC. British and Dutch interest in the 
region grewin the 1800's, with the British 
East India Company’s establishment of a 
trading settlement on the island of Singa- 


Malaysian Houses of Parliament 


Why are the Phil- 
ippines called by this 
name? | 
The Philippines lie between the China 
Sea and the Pacific Ocean in South Eastern 
Asia. It is a nation made of more than 7000 islands, 
but only one third of the islands are inhabited. The 
Y larger islands are mountainous. There are over 30 active 
volcanoes in the Philippines, and much of the land is forest 
clad. The maincropsare rice, sugarcane, pineapples, bananas, 
and coconuts. The economy is based on agriculture, timber 
light industries, and services. The people are mainly of Malayan 
descent. The Philippines were. discovered by Ferdinand Magel- 
lan in 1521, and colonized by the Spanish in 1565. The United 


pore. Trade soared, and Malaysia be- 
came a British protectorate in the 
1880's. Atabout the sametime, rubber 
trees were introduced from Brazil. With 
the mass production of automobiles, 
rubber became a valuable export 

The independent state of Ma- 
laysia came into existence in ro 
1963. Today, Malaysia is a federa- 
tion of 13 states and three federal = 


Hassanal Bolkiah 
Sultan of Brunei 


territories. Itis one ofthe region's ovis Rich Ruler 


key tourist des- se 
tinations, with Have you 
its breathtak- / come from Spain 


ing beaches. \ to rename my 
country? — 


States 
brought the 
Philippines for 
20 million dol- 
lars in 1898. 

This country 
was granted..2= 
independence 
in 1946. 


The Philippines are named after King Philip 
ll of Spain because it was during his reign that 


the islands came under Spanish rule. 


The Sultanate 

of Brunei is an 
oilrich country 
located on the island 
ofBorneoin South 
East Asia. A tiny 
country with a small 
population, Brunei 
was the only Malay 
statein 1963 to 
choose toremaina 
British dependency, 
rather than jointhe 
Malaysian Federa- 
tion. Itbecame 
independent in 
1984, and, 
thanks to its 
large re- 

serves of oil 


Manila - Capital City 
of Philippines 


and gas, its 
sultan is 
one of the 
richest rul- 
ersinthe 
world! 
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Why is Indonesiaa fascinat- 
ing country? 

Indonesia is a fascinating 
country. Rippling across the 
equator for nearly 5000 km, In- 
donesia encompasses more 
than 17,000 islands, two-thirds 
of which are inhabited. The is- 
lands are blessed with abun- 
dant rain, clear lakes, coastal 
mangrove swamps, and some 
of the most spectacular rainfor- 
ests on Earth. 

Sophisticated kingdoms ex- 
isted before the arrival of the 
Dutch, who consolidated their 
hold over two centuries, even- 
tually uniting the archipelago 
around 1900. After Japan's 


wartime occupation ended, in- 
dependence was proclaimed in 


Indonesia 
is the largest — 
island nation 
inthe world. | 
Anisland 
nationisa 
state located on one or 
more islands rather than 
on the continental 
mainland. 


1945.The economy is based on 
agriculture, forestry, and fish- 
ing. 

Indonesia, is part of the chain 
of volcanoes called the ‘Pacific 
Ring of Fire’. It has the largest 
number of active volcanoes in 
the world, and earthquakes are 
frequent. 


Jakarta - Capital city 
of Indonesia 


Vietnam 
Shaped like an elon- 


gated ‘S’, Vietnam 
stretches the length of 
the Indochinese Penin- 
sula. It is a beautiful 
country that has seen 
three decades ofbitter 
wars, during which 
they fought first 
against France, then 
against South Viet- 
! mam and its US back- 
ers. It became a uni- 
fied country once 
more in 1975. 


Vietnam 
is often 
described as 
Y.. ‘tworice 
ii Pr ACY bowls ona 
bamboo 
stick.’ This is because 
Vietnam has along and 
narrow coastal line 
with two fertile river 
deltas in north and 
south, whichare 
connected by a thin 
strip of mountainous 
land. 


ES NAMED AFTER PEOPLE 


Bolivia - Simon Bolivar 
Cambodia - Sage Kambu 
Swayambhuva 
Colombia - Christopher 
Columbus 
Dominican Republic - SaintDominic 
Georgia - SaintGeorge 
Kiribati - Thomas Gilbert 
(Gilbert Islands) 
Marshall Islands - John Marshall 
Mauritius - Mauriceof Nassau 
Mozambique - Mussa Mbiki 
Nicaragua - Nicarao 
Philippines - King Philip II 
of Spain 
Rhodesia - CecilRhodes 
former name of Zimbabwe 
Saint KittsandNevis | - Saint Christopher 
Saint Lucia - SaintLucy 
Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines - Saint Vincent of 
Saragossa 
San Marino - Saint Marinus 
Saudi Arabia - Muhammad bin 
Saud 
Seychelles - Jean Moreau de 
Seychelles 
Solomonislands = -_KingSolomon 
Swaziland - King Mswati ll 


USA - Amerigo Vespucci 
or Richard Amerike 


Bharath 
former nameofIndia - King Bharatha 


Buddhist Monks 


‘9 


Holy’ 
Surveyors! 

In the 19th century, the British em- 
barked on a project - The Great Trigo- 
nometric Survey of India. As part of 
this project, the British also wanted 
information on the lands further 
north. This seemed impossible, since 
Tibet, would not even allow Western- 
ers to even enter there. But the British 
team found a way to get around this 
problem. The natives from Indian bor- 
der states were trained to be survey- 
ors, and were sent to explore the re- 
gion. They were to make their obser- 
vations disguised as holy men called 
lamas. These surveyors were taught 
some tricks, too, to make their obser- 
vations without being found out. They 
were trained to make exactly 2,000 
paces to the mile. To count them, they 
used what looked like a Buddhist ro- 
sary. But instead of the usual 108 
beads it had 100, every tenth being 
slightly larger.Every 100 paces a bead 
was dropped. Also, the prayer wheel 
they held did not hold the usual 
prayer, but maps and notes. 
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Which is the larg- 
est country on 
Earth? 

Russia is the largest 
country on Earth in 
terms of surface area. 
This vast land mass 
covers more than 
17 millionsqkms, and 
has a climate that 
rangesfromthe Arctic 


Ee = 
/ Welcome 

to the largest 

country in this 
» wor 


—— 


Id. 
y 
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Europe 
is the 

=| second 
small- 

PERC est con- 
tinent 


after Australia. 


4 
hae 


north to the generally temperate 
south. Russia borders 14 countries, 
and has eight time zones. Most of 
Russia lies in Asia, but the western 
part of it lies in Europe, and the Ural 
Mountains form the dividing line be- 
tween European Russia and Asian 
Russia. 


eographically, 
Europe is nota 
continent. It is 
classified asa 
continent for 
cultural and his- 
torical reasons. It 
is asubcontinent 
of the landmass 
Eurasia. 


The majority of Rus- 
sians are descended 
from a people called the 
Slavs, but there are about 
100 other ethnic groups 
as well. The Balkan peo- 
ple were living in Russia 


hy Ml 


USSR 44 
The USSR “= a 
(Union of So- ‘YW A 
viet Socialist Pr AC 
Republic) 
was a federation of 15 repub- 


lics, comprising most of Eastern Europe, and Northern and 
Central Asia, which until its dissolution in 1991, jointly 
formed the largest sovereign state in the world. 


even before the Slavs ar- 
rived, and Russia was a part 
of the Mongol Empire for 
200 years, until along line of 
Russianrulers called thetsars 
began their reign. Later, the 


St. Petersburg 


tsars were overthrown, andacom- | 
munist government established 
the Union of the Soviet Socialist 
Republics or the USSR. By the © 
1980's it was pretty obvious that | 
that the people were becoming — 
dissatisfied withCommunism, and 
many reforms were introduced, 
which eventually led to the | 
breakup of the USSR, and the © 
emergence of independentstates. — 

Russia has a rich tradition of art 
and culture, and has been a world 
leader in literature, drama music | 
ballet as well as in sports. 


Why is Iceland called 
‘The Land of Ice and Fire’? 

Iceland lies between 
Greenland and the Europe- 
an coast in the icy seas near 
the Arctic Circle. It was 
formed by volcanic erup- 
tions just 20 million years 
ago, as magma poured from 
a tear in the sea bed. Today, 
it boasts more than two 
dozen active volcanoes. 
Icelandisalso celebrated for 
its geysers. In fact, the very 
word ‘geyser’ comes from a 
single spring in Iceland that 
ever so often flings its wa- 


White Russia 

Belarus was known 
historically as ‘White 
Russia’. When it was a 
republic of the USSR, 
it was commonly re- 
ferred to as ‘Belorus- 
sia.’ After the break- 
up of USSR, the coun- 
try got its present 
name. 
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Reykjavik - Capital of Iceland 


ters, heated to boiling point by the 
volcanic magma below, into the 
air. There are many other hot 
springs that provide Icelanders 
with geothermal energy. 

Ice, too, plays a key role in shap- 
ing Iceland. About ten percent of 
the island is covered by glaciers. In 
short, Iceland is aland ofextremes, 
where some of Europe’s biggest 
glaciers are just next tosomeofthe 
continent's hottest volcanic springs. 
Hence this place is called ’TheLand 
oflceandFire’. 


Is this sy 


Iceland or 
Fireland? 


orway was the 
country with highest 
standard of living in 
2007. It is one of the 
countries that 
still permits — 
*., whaling. -” 
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Why is Norway called 
‘The Lan d of the Midnight 
Sun’? 

Norway is Europe’s north- 
ernmost country. It is situat- 
ed in the western part of the 
Scandinavian Peninsula, and 
extends intothe Arctic Circle. 

Norway is famed for its 
mountains and spectacular 
fjord coastline. Since the 
northern half of Norway lies 
north of the Arctic Circle, it 
experiences the phenome- 


non of the midnight sun. In. 
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summer, these areas experience 
daylight throughout the night time 
hours. Even in Southern Norway, 
true darkness never occurs be- 
tween late May and mid August... 
and this is why Norway is knownas ~ 
‘The Land of the Midnight Sun’. Of 
course, the opposite is also true... — 
there is very little sun north of the 
Arctic Circle during the winter 
months. 


Dear Mr. Sun 

Please go to sleep, 

it's already 
mid night! ~ 


Tell Me Whv 


The Ten Most 


Populous Countries 

1. China 1,339,724,852 

2. India 1,210,193,422 “Zé 

3. USA 312,582,000 : Z TheLand of 

4. Indonesia 237,641,326 ; A ThousandLakes 
5. Brazil 190,755,799 ia Finland is known 
| 6. Pakistan 177,771,000 _ as the land of a 
7. Nigeria 162,471,000 jj thousand lakes. It 

8. Russia 142,914,136 Pepe soe pee euaaiues 

* den and Russia in 

9. Bangladesh 142,319,000 = Northern Europe. It 

10.Japan 127,720,000 fa, is heavily forested, 

pemeieaieiiidiaiaiiecia = and contains thou- 
ee Bog Secctetel fi sands of lakes, nu- 


merous rivers, and | 
extensive areas of bs 
marshland. 

Finland is a beau- =] 
tiful and dramatic | 
country. The cycle | 


1. Vatican City 800 of the year is 
2. Tuvalu 10,000 marked by huge 
3. Nauru 10,000 comtasts: SUEDE a5 
the polar night in 
4. Palau 20,000 winter, with its 
5. San Marino 32,386 awesome Northern 
6. Monaco 33,000 Lights, and by the 
7. Liechtenstein 35,904 pha ra Saal 
’ : u : i 
8. St.Kitts-Nevis 52,000 inhabitants’ of Fin- 
9. Marshalllslands 62,000 land were the Sami 
10. Dominica 67,000 or Lapp people. 
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n ombudsman, is 
an official appointed 
to investigate indi- 
viduals’ complaints 
against public au- 
thorities. The system 
of having an om- 
budsman was start- 
ed in Sweden, to 
protect the rights of 
the citizen against 
the state authorities. 
Any onewhofeelsthat 
he or she has been 
unfairly treated can 
approach the Om- 
budsman of the con- 
cerned department. 


hink of Christmas, and 
you remember Santa 
Claus who travels across 
the world bringing the 
joy of Christmas, Do you 
know where this legen- 
dary character is believed 
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Pla, a 


Stockholm, Sweden’s Capital 


Why is Sweden so prosperous? 

Sweden in Northern Europe has 
lush forests that cover over half the 
country. Like Norway and Finland, 
Sweden enjoys sunlight even at mid- 
night during the summer months. In 
spring and fall, the dazzling Northern 
Lights can also be seen. 

The southern part of the country is 
chiefly agricultural, with forests cover- 
ing an increasing percentage of the 
land, the further north one goes. Its 
forests, rivers, and abundant natural 
resources have made it a prosperous 
country. In fact, a study has shown it 
to be the third most prosperous coun- 
try in the world. Sweden exports cars, 


tocomefrom? The answeris Lapland, 
which is a region in the Northern Eu- 
rope that stretches across northern 
Norway, Sweden, and Finland. There 
is, in fact, a place called Santa Claus 
Village in the town of Rovanienii. It is 
designed as wonder world of elves 
and FinnishChristmas traditions! 


Tell Me Why 


One, two, 
three, four, five 
Once I caught a 

fishalive.... ~ 


Whyis Denmark interesting? 

Denmark is based in Northern Eu- 
rope, directly north of Germany. It is 
made up of a peninsula and nearly 
five hundred islands. The capital Co- 
penhagen is located on the largest is- 
land. Almost completely surrounded 
by the sea, Denmark is a flat, low lying — 
greenlandthatisintensely cultivated. 
Fishing is an important industry. The 
manufacturing sector’s main areas of 
activity include food products, elec- 
tronic equipment, paper and wood the Vikir | Icon 
products. Between the 8" and 11 nized, raided and traded 
centuries, the Danes were known as _ inall partsofEurope. 


engineering products, steel, _...+... 
electronic devices, commu- 2° ‘ss. 
nications equipment and pa- : 
per products. : 
Sweden is, without doubt, % Greenland, 
one of the world’s most highly * the largest 
developed post-industrial so- q island in the 
cieties. * worldis an 4 
autonomous part of the 
: kingdom of Denmark. : 
'*. Greenland is fully inde- : 
—. pendent in internal af- : 
‘. fairs, while its foreign : 
*.. policy is handled - 
*, by Denmark. ° 
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Bluetooth 

You have heard 
of Blue tooth, the 
technology used 
for the short-range 
wireless intercon- 
nection of mobile 
phones, comput- 
ers, and other elec- 
tronic devices. 

Itis said tobe 
named after King 
Harald Bluetooth, 
credited with unit- 
ing Denmark and 
Norway, as Blue- 
tooth technology 
unifies communi- 
cation andcom- 
puting. 


Copenhagen, 
Capital of Denmark 


Palace of Westminster, London 


Why is the UK considered a 
major world power? 

The United Kingdom, or UK, 
consists of four countries united 
under one monarch and govern- 
ment. The countries are England, 
Scotland, Wales, and Northern 
Ireland. Each of these countries 
has a distinct culture and feel of 
its own. England has traditionally 
been the dominant nation within 
the UK. People in Scotland and 
Wales have proud national tradi- 
tions and languages. ‘Home Rule,’ 
for Ireland became a major issue 
in the 19 **century. Ireland was 
partitioned, and Northern Ireland 
became a partofthe UK. 


City of London 


Atthe beginningofthe 
century Britain com- 
manded a world-wide 
empire that was so vast 

that it was called ‘the — 
Empire on whicht esun 
never sets’. In. Spite OF. 
two world wars and the _ 
endoftheempi e, the UK | . 
remains a ma jor power, 
with considerable influ-— 

ence around the world. 


he Nether- 
lands lie on the 
coast of the 
North Sea. The word Nether- 
lands means the ‘low lands’ - a 
good name for a country where 
sixty percent of the people live 
below sea level. In fact, scien- 
tists are of the opinion that some 
of the lands in the country are 
not even a metre high from sea- 
level. This has made the region 
prone to floods and other natu- 
ral calamities. Reclamation of 
land from the sea through dykes 
is an important feature of the 
Netherlands. The people who 
live here are called the Dutch. 


ngland is often 
used as a synonym 
for the UK. This 
may be because of 
England’s pre- 
dominance in the 
union with Scot- 
land, Wales and 
Northern Ireland. 
The British usually 
use the names UK 
or Britain, as the 
name of their 
country. 
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Amsterdam, Capital of 
ate Netherlands 
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The Landof 
the Bravest! 
a\. Ye Belgium 
s i, is asmall, 
eS me @ densely 
. _&* populated 
On Ss > country 

ge. with three 
official languages- Dutch, 
French, and German. 
It lies bordering the North 
Sea, with France and the 
Netherlands as its 
neighbours. Some Belgian 
towns, notably Tongeren 
and Tournai, date back 
to Roman times, when 
Julius Caesar declared 
ancient Belgians to be 
the ‘bravest of all 


Gauls’. Today, i 


Belgium is one of the 
most heavily 
industrialized Europe- 
an nations. 


> Fr 
Why is ireland called The 
EmeraldIsle? 

Ireland was for a long time 
under the rule of the British. 
This lush green island, lying 
off the coast of Britain in the 
Atlantic Ocean has been the 
scene of much strife. After 
World War |, the country was 
divided into the Republic of 
Ireland which became an in- 


Town Hall of Brussels, 
Capital of Belgium 


Capital City of 4% 


Luxembourg 


uxembourg is a tiny 
country lying between 
Belgium, Germany, and 
France. The north has 
forested hills, and the 
south has green pastures 
known as ‘bon pays’ or 
‘goodland’. Luxembourg % 
is best known for its sta. 4 
tus as Europe’s most; 
Powerful investment 
managementcentre. 


contributions Reichstag, German 
Parliament Building 


Germany is a country of incredible rar 
variety that lies in the heart of Europe. It sO swith iy 
isthe seventh largest country inEurope, ,L sing wit mer 
and its landscapes range from coastal / 
flats beside Baltic Sea to river valleys, \( 
rolling hills, and the snow covered Alps. 

After World War Il, Germany was di- 
videdinto the democratic West and the 
communist East which was known as 
the German Democratic Republic. The 
Berlin Wall became the symbol of this 


ik ae rented to rabble, the © 
magnificent cathedral of Cologne © 
was not hit. After the war, thedam- _ 
_aged buildings were quickly re- — 
built, and Cologne is today a popu- — 
_ lartourist destination. 
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division. It fell in 1989 and Ger- 
many was reunited a year later. 

Germany is the world’s third 
largest economy, producing 
automobiles, electronic 
equipment, pharmaceuticals, 
and much more besides. As 
the birthplace of musical gen- 
iuseslike BachandBeethoven. 
Germany’s gift to European 
classical music is important. 
In thought and word too, 
Germany has made valuable 
contributions for its impres- 
sive heritage whichincludes 
the works of the all time 
greats like Luther, Goethe, 
Schiller, Nietzsche, Kant, 
Brecht and Thomas 
Mann. 


~ Please help 


me to get tothe | 
_ Swiss Bank. a 


\ 4 
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Why is Switzerland also 
knownas Helvetia? 

Switzerland, the beautiful, 
small country of snowy moun- 
tains, and misty lakeslies in the 
heart of Europe. Switzerland is 

also known as Helvetia, which 
was the name that the ancient 
Romans gave this land. It was 
once a part of the Roman Em- 
pire after the Helvetii people 
who had settled here were con- 
quered by Rome. Even today, 
the name Helvetia appears on 
Swiss coins and stamps. Since 
1815, Switzerland has remained 
neutral and avoided the many 
wars that swept across Europe. As 

a result, many organizations that 
depend on international co-opera- 
tion like the World Health Organiza- 
tion are located here. 
Moreover, it has be- 
come the world centre 

for banking. 


The Parliament 
Building of 
Switzerland 


= 


Monaco 


Why is Austria strategically important? 
Austria includes much of the mountain- 
ous territory of the Eastern Alps, and is a 
country of snowfields, glaciers, and snow 
capped peaks. Its position at the geographi- 


cal heart of Europe on the key trade route of 
the River Danube has made it strategically 
important. 


Austrian Parliament Building 


The central Euro- 
pean land that is 
now Austria was 
overrun in pre-Ro- 
man times by vari- 
ous tribes. In 1252, 
Ottokar, King of 
Bohemia, gained 
possession, only to 
lose the territories 
to Rudolf — of 
Hapsburg in 1278. 
The powerful 
Hapsburg family 
ruled Austria for 
many years, build- 
ing a mighty em- 
pire in the process. 
After World War |, 
the Hapsburg Em- 
pire collapsed, and 
the country was 
torn apart again 
during World War Il. 

Today, Austria isa 
federal republic, 
consisting of nine 
states. It is a highly 
industrialized _na- 
tion, and the capi- 
tal, Vienna, is home 
to key international 
Organizations, _in- 
cluding the Interna- 
tional Atomic Ener- 
gy Agency. 
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Why is France called ‘I’hexagone’ by 
its people? 

A key player on the world stage anda 
country at the political heart of Europe, 
France is sometimes called ‘I'hexagone’ 
or the hexagon by its people because of 
its six sided shape. Mountains and seas 
form natural boundaries on all sides, ex- 
cept the northeast. 

France’s colonial past is a major con- 
tributing factor inthe presence ofarichly 
diverse multicultural population. It is 
home to more than five million people 
of Arab and African descent. The French 
Revolution of 1,789 made France one of 
the first Europe 


Tower, theicon 
of France, was 
/ namedafteritsar- 
| chitectGustave Eif- 


=| Paris World's Fairof 
i 1889, conducted to 


_ OftheFrench | 
5, Revolution. 


, commemorate the { 
100" anniversary { 


| fel.ltwasbuiltforthe | 


amonarchy and setupa 
Republic. France today 
has a number of territo- 
ries overseas which, to- 


gether with mainland | 


France and Corsica, go 
to make up the 26 re- 
gions which the country 
comprises. It is one of 
the world’s major eco- 
nomic powers, and has 
an advanced industrial 
economy and an effi- 
cient farm sector. The 
main industries include 
automobile —manufac- 
ture, aerospace, infor- 
mation technology, 
electronics, chemicals 
and —_ pharmaceuticals 
and fashion. 

France is the third 
largest country in Eu- 
rope. It is also a land of 
great thinkers, politi- 
cians, writers, painters, 
musicians, architects, 
scientists, film makers 
and fashion designers. 
Among them were Vol- 
taire, Moliere, Victor 
Hugo, Jean Paul Sartre, 
Albert Camus, Monet, 
Gauguin. Napoleon Bo- 
naparte was a great 
French general. 
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Vu 
trac he world’s 


smallest independent state is 
Vatican City, the headquarters 
of the Roman Catholic Church 


Why do we say that Portugal has 
arichsea faring history? 

Portugal occupies the western part 
of the Iberian Peninsula, and is bor- 
dered on the north and east by Spain. 
It is mainly a flat country, and farmers 
grow a variety of crops in its coastal 


Belem Tower, A World 
Heritage Site in 
Portugal 


that is headed by the Pope. It is all that remains of what was 
once a large area of Italy that was ruled by the Church. Its inde- 
pendence as a separate country within Italy was agreed on in 
1929. Vatican City is completely surrounded by Rome, and is 
therefore, a country within a city! The tiny population is made 
up almost entirely of officials of the Church. 


plains. There are also rocky 
mountain ranges, and its moun- 
tains are rich in deposits of coal 
and copper. One third of the 
land is covered by forest- much 
of it being valuable cork oak. 
Fishing is also a very important 
industry, with sardines and tuna 
being the main catches. 

Over the past 3 000years, Por- 
tugal has witnessed a constant 
ebb and flow of different civili- 
zations. It isa country with a rich 
history of seafaring and discov- 
ery. In the 15th century, Portu- 
gal’s intrepid maritime explor- 
ers led by Vasco da Gama dis- 
covered new territories, leading 
tothe building up ofan overseas 
empire. Portugal’s power start- 
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ed to decline in the late 1500's, 
and it gradually lost all its colo- 
nies. Dictators ruled Portugal 
from 1926to 1976, when a revo- 
lution ushered in the era of De- 
mocracy. 


Ge 
f I want to a 
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( iscover more and ) 
_ more countries! 
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The Ten Largest 


Countriesinthe 
World 


. Russia —17,075, 000 Sqkm 
. Canada 9,976,139 Sqkm 
China 9,561,000 Sqkm 
USA 9,372,614 Sqkm 
Brazil 8,511,965 Sqkm 
. Australia 7,682,300 Sqkm 
India 3,287,263 Sqkm 
. Argentina 2,776,654 Sqkm 
. Kazakhstan 2,717,300 Sqkm 
, 10. Sudan 2,505,813 Sqkm 
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Spain’s history and 
4 are made up of a rich 
| diverse elements. Spai ' 
“= proud tradition of art, music, 
and dance. Its historic cities 
23 and fine beaches attract Muss) 
ee tourists by the droves, and ; 


=, Aspersome listings USA isin the 
H 3¢positionwith9, 631 418Sqkm 
@}  andand China in 4", with 

| 9,596,960Sq km. 


tourism is vital to the econo- 
* my, because Spain has few 
natural resources. 


s Through exploration and 
wy conquest, Spain became a | 
"4 world power in the 16" cen- 


tury, and it maintained a vast 
overseas empire until the early 
19th century. Today, Spain is a 
democratic country. 
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omaniawasoncea 
part of the Roman 
Empire, and the 
countrytakes its 
name fromthe 
Romans whoo 
ccupied it long ago. 
Ithas seen 
numerous empires 
come and go, from 
the Roman, tothe 
Ottomans, to the 
Austro-Hungarians. 
After World War Il, 
the country was 
under communist 
rule. Democratic 
elections were held 
in 1990 and 1992, : 
andRomaniaisnow — 4 
amultiparty a 
republic. 


ount Dracula, the vampire is the fa- 
mous character of Bram Stoker’s 
novel ‘Dracula’ written in 1897, setin 
Transylvania, in Romania. The char- 
acter Dracula is based on Vlad Ill 
Dracula, 15" century ruler of Walla- 
chia in Romania, who brutally killed 
people and drank their blood. Bran 
Castle, of Transylvania 

_is often describ } 


” £2517. ay” 
The Ten Smallest Countries 
in the World 


1 Vatican City 0.44 Sqkm 

2. Monaco 1.95 Sqkm 

3. Nauru 21.10 Sqkm 
4. Tuvalu 26.00 Sqkm 
5. San Marino 61.00 Sqkm 
6. Liechtenstein 160.00 Sqkm 
7. Marshall islands 181.00 Sq km 
8. St. Kitts-Nevis 269.00 Sqkm 
9. Maldives 298.00 Sqkm 
10. Seychelles 308.00 Sqkm 


Why is Greece called the cradle of civiliza- 
tion? 

Situated in the far south of the Balkan Penin- 
sula, Greece combines the towering mountains 
of the mainland, with over 1400 islands scat- 
tered in the deep blue of the Aegean andlonian 
Seas. It is the southernmost country in Europe- 
and the one with the longest coastline. The 
largest island is Crete, and Mount Olympus is 
the highest point in the country. Greece has 
natural harbours, deep valleys, and mountains. 
Its magnificent landscapes and 
warm sunny climate have attract- 


isaveryimportantindustrytoday. \ _ 
Greece has one of the biggest 
merchant fleets in the world, and 
there are also many people work- 
ing in cement or chemical facto- 
ries, and processing foods for ex- 
port. 

Greece is one of the cradles of 
European civilization, whose an-  _— 
cient scholars made great ad- 
vances in philosophy, medicine, mathematics, 
and astronomy. Their city-states were pioneers 
in developing democratic forms of govern- 
ment. In fact, the word ‘democracy’ comes 
from the Greek word ‘demos’ which means 
people, and ‘kratia’ which means authority. So, 
is it any wonder that Greece is called ‘the cradle 
of democracy’? 


act” Yes, this is 
ed droves of tourists, and tourism democracy. £ 


Bulgarian 
City of So fia 
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Ibania is a small, mountainous country lo- 
cated in the Balkan Peninsula, on the eastern 
shore of the Adriatic Sea. In the Albanian lan- 
guage, the name means ‘eagle’, and Albania 
hasbeen namedafter the majesticeaglesthat 
soar over its lakes and high mountains. From = iy 
1468 tillit got its independence in 1912, Alba- 
nia was a part of the Turkish Ottoman Empire. 
In 1946, the country became a communist re- 
public. 

Bulgaria is situated in the Eastern Balkans. 
It was long influenced by Byzantine culture 
and was part of the Ottoman Empire for 500 
years before gaining its independence. in the 
19th century. After World War Il, it became a 
part of the Soviet Union, but is now aninde- ° 
pendent state. r 


=a he very first Ol- 
ympicGames 
& tookplacein the 


ancient Greek city 

of Olympia in 776 BC. 

The first Olympics of modern 
times were held in Athens in : 

1896. > 


had an important influence 
on Europe? 

Italy is on a peninsula in the 
very southof Europe, southeast 
of France. It is a land famous for 
its beauty, from the snowy 
peaks of the Alps, to its green 
vineyards. 

Italy has played a very impor- 
tant role in shaping the history 
and culture of Western Europe. 
Two thousand years ago, it was 

/ Sir, 
( this is our 
Pisa. 


Why is it said that Italy has 


a 


Leaning Tower of Pisain Italy — 


the centre of the vast Roman” 
Empire which left a huge ar- 
chaeological, cultural and liter- 
ary heritage. The language of 
Rome was Latin, and it is at the” 
root of many modern European ° 
languages. Italy was the birth-— 
place of medieval humanism 
and the Renaissance, whichwas 
a time when artists and scien- 
tists experimented with many © 
new ideas. The list of famous © 
Italian artists is long and in- 
cludes Giotto, Botticelli, Leon- 
ardo, Michelangelo, Tintoretto 
and Caravaggio. 
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ocated in South East Europe, Ukraine is Europe’s second larg- 
est country. It is a land of Steppes or wide grassy fertile plains 
that are ideal for farming. It has large pockets of heavy industry 
in the East. Ukraine is one of the world’s main centres of sugar 
production. Ukraine gained independence after the collapse of 
the Soviet Union in 1991. 


Why are the Czech Republicand Slo- 
vakia connected? 

The Czech Republic lies in the heart of 
Central Europe. It became an independ- 
ent state in January 1993, after Czecho- 
slovakia split into the Czech Republic and 
the Slovak Republic, or Slovakia. The 
Czech capital, Prague, has a wealth of 
historic architecture of different styles. 
Today, the Czech Republic has a robust 
democratictradition,ahighly-developed 
economy, and arich cultural heritage. 

The Slovak Republic or Slovakia was al- 
so created by the division of Czechoslo- 
vakia. Slovakia has a history intertwined 
with that of its neighbours, yet it has 
Proudly preserved its own language and 
distinct cultural traditions. 


Prague, Capital of Czech Republic 


USA 
China 

. Japan 

. India 

. Germany 
. Russia 
UK 

8. France 
9. Brazil 
10. Italy 
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The World Bank 
ranking of 2010, based 
on Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP). 


ungary, in 
Central Eu- 
rope is a land 
of rolling hills 
and plains. It 
is a landlocked state. The 
ancestors of the ethnic 
Hungarians were the Mag- 
yartribes. After centuries as 
a powerful medieval king- 
dom, Hungary was part of 
the Ottoman, and then 
Hapsburg empires from the 
16" century onwards, 
emerging as an independ- 
ent country again after 
World War I. Hungary’s na- 
tional dish is the Goulash- a 
delicious stew made of 
meat, potatoes and onions, 
and served with noodles 
and black bread. 


Presidential Palace 
of Slovakia 


Poland is in North-central Eu- 
rope. A nation with a proud cul- 
tural heritage, Poland can trace 
its roots back over 1,000 years. 
In the 16 century, Poland was 
one of the most powerful coun- 
tries in Europe. There have been 
periods of independence as 
well as periods of domination 
by other countries. Several mil- 
lion people, half of them Jews, 
died in World War Il. During this 
war, Poland disappeared from 
the map, as it was over run by 
the Soviet Union and Nazi Ger- 
many. 

Today, Poland has a huge 
farming sector - agriculture ac- 
counts for about sixty percent 
of the country’s total land area, 
Poland is rich in natural mineral 


‘esources, including iron, zinc, copper, 
and rock salt. The Wieliczka salt mine, 
zonstructedinthe 13" century, contains 
in entire town below ground with a 
sanatorium, theatre, church, and cafe! 
everything from stairs to chandeliers is 
made from salt. The country has had 
some success in creating a market econ- 
omy and attracting foreign investment. 
Famous Poles include the astronomer 
Copernicus, the composer Chopin, the 
scientist Maria Sklodowska Curie, film- 


Theinvasion of 
Poland by Nazi 
Germany on 


September 1, 1939 
marked the 
beginning of the 
World War Ill. 
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Poland's Capital 
Warsaw 


makers Roman Polanski 
and Krzysztof Kies- 
lowski, and the late 
Pope, John-Paul I. 


Whereis’ 
\ Poland? _/ 
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Why do we say that Croatia 
hada turbulent past? 

A country of striking natural 
beauty with a stunning coast- 
line, Croatia is aformer Yugoslav 
republic onthe Adriatic Sea. It is 
made up of flat plains along 
the Hungarian border, low 


mountains and highlands near 
the Adriatic coastline, and: is- 
lands. The lands that today 


comprise Croatia were part of 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire 
until the close of World War. In 
1918, the Croats, Serbs, and 
Slovenes formed a kingdom 
knownafter 1929.as Yugoslavia. 
Croatia became an independ- 
ent state in 1991, following the 
break-up of the former Yugo- 


p + i x ae 
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Slovenia 

Four major European geographic regions meet in Slovenia- the 
Alps, the Dinaric area, the Pannonian Plain, and the Mediterra- 
nean. This mountainous country was once part of the Austro-_ 
Hungarian Empire. Later, it became one of Yugoslavia’s six con- 
stituent republics. Present-day Slovenia became independentin 
1991, as Yugoslavia fell apart. Slovenia lies on the main road, 
and rail routes between Europe and the Balkan countries, and 
this has helped in developing trade between Slovenia and coun- 
tries like Austria, Italy, France,and Germany. 
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slavia. Six world heritage sites 
and eight national parks bear 
witness to Croatia’s immense 
cultural and natural wealth. 
Tourism is an important in- 
dustry, and the main ex- 
ports are chemicals, = 
clothes, food and ma- = © 
chinery. Mavrovo Lake in Macedonia 
Why is Macedonia’s history interest- 
- ing? 
The historic country of Macedonia was 
once the Kingdom of Macedon, ruled by Alex- 
ander the Great. It is a small, landlocked country 
located in the central Balkan Peninsula in Southeast- 
ern Europe. Over many centuries it was exploited by the 
Romans, Byzantines, Bulgars and the Serbs before finally 
being conquered by the Ottoman Empire. When the Ottoman 
Empire broke up, Macedonia was divided up between Greece, 
Bulgaria and Serbia. Later, it became a part of Yugoslavia, until 
1991,when it became an independent state. 

Industries produce cement, steel and 
cotton goods. Copper, lead, zinc and chr- 
omite are mined. Tourism is a considera- 
ble factor in Macedonia’s economy, as 
the country abounds in natural beauty 
and cultural attractions. 


“I'm from 
( Macedonia. 


Lake Ohrid in Macedonia 


= 


troubled history? 

At the end of World War I, a 
~ new country which was com- 
_ posed of more than twenty 
— ethnic groups was formed. It 

_ was Yugoslavia. The name 
~ means ‘Land ofthe South Slavs’ 
and country was named after 
~ the South Slav people who had 
_ invaded the Balkan Peninsula 
around 500 AD. 

Today, Yugoslavia as a nation 
no longer exists, but the coun- 


‘Sora jevo, Capital of q 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 


tries that created the 
former Yugoslavia still 7 
do. They are Serbia, Mon- 
tenegro, | Macedonia, @ 
Croatia, Kosovo, Slovania, © 

Bosnia, and Herzegovina. (@ 
There were many reasons 
for the split and destruc- | 
tion of what was Yugosla-  § 
via. aq 
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Bosnia Herzegovina 

The region that makes up Bosnia and Herze- = 
govina was part of the Roman Empire in ancient 
times. After World Warl, the land became part of 

Yugoslavia, but gained independence when Yu- " 


goslavia broke up into different states. Sarajevo, 
the capital of this country has a great historical 7 
significance. Archduke Franz Ferdinand , heir to Austrian © 
throne, and his wife were assassinated on June 28", 1914 
by aBosnian Serb nationalist Gavrilo Princip, in Sarajevo, 
which was the trigger for World War. 
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Why are Morocco 
and Western Saha- 
ra special among 
North African 
countries? 

Morocco _ is 
situated with 


both Atlantic i 

and Mediterra- 

nean coast- 

lines, but witha AFRICA 


rugged moun- 

tainous interior, 

it stayed inde 

pendent for centu- 

ries while developing 

a rich culture blended 
fromArab,Berber,European 

and African influences. Its fertile 
plains stretch along the Mediterranean 
and Atlantic coasts, and are backed by 
the green valleys of the Atlas Mountains. 
Beyond the Atlas Mountains lies the Sa- 
hara desert, while to the south of Morocco 
is the Western Sahara that Morocco 
claims as its own. Morocco annexed the 
territory in 1975, and a guerrilla war with 
Algerian-backed pro-independence forc- 
es ended in 1991. UN efforts have failed 
to break the political deadlock. 


thesize of 
Europe. 


Ooops! 


Why is Algeria a very hot p. 
It Vanished! 


country? . 

Algeria is a gateway between 
Africa and Europe. It lies in North- 
west Africa, and extends from the 
shores of the Mediterranean all 
the waysouthto Mali and Niger. It 
isacountrythathasbeenbattered 
by violence over the past half-cen- 
tury. It was under the French for 
120 years, and gained its inde- 
pendence in 1962. More than a — a 
million Algerians were killed in concentrated in oases sur- 
the fight for independence from rounded by desert. The coun- 
France in 1962, and the country _ try supplies large amounts of 
has recently emerged from abru- natural gas to Europe. 
tal internal conflict that followed 


scrapped elections in 1992. The Poorest 
The Sahara desert covers more Countriesin 
than four-fifths of the land, so Al- the World 
geriais a very hot country indeed! 
The inhabitants of the Sahara are 1. Kiribati ; 
2. Palau 
Constantine Bridge, 3. Sao Tome and 
Algeria any Principe 
4. Micronesia 
5. Tonga 
6. Dominica 
7. St.Kitts and Nevis | 
8. Samoa 
9. Comoros 


10. Grenada 


The World Bank ranking of * 
2010, based on Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP). 
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had is a landlocked 
country that lies in the 
heart of North Africa. A 
huge lake, Lake Chad, 
lies within its borders. 


tropical forests. It was a 


French colony from 1920 
to 1960. 


Tunisia, the Northernmost 
nation in Africa, is the link be- 
tween Europe that lies be- 
yond the Mediterranean Sea 
in the North, and the rest of 
Africa in the South. 
Wheat, oranges, and ol- 
ives are grown in the fer- 
tile northern valleys. The 
south is a dry and barren 
region where salt lakes 
dot the burning desert 
sands. However, the 
South is important, be- 
cause it has oil and phos- 
phates that account for 
half of Tunisia’s exports. 
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In the past, the Romans, Ar- 


abs, Ottoman Turks and 
French had realized Tunisia’s 
strategic significance, and 
made it a hub for control over 
the region. French colonial 
rule ended in 1956, and Tuni- 
sia became an in- 
dependent state. 
Tunisia is the first 
Arabic country 
in which wom- 
en had_ the 
vote. 


Minaret of 

Great Mosque 
of Kairouanin 
Tunisia 
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Continent 
Thecontinentof 
Africa is named af- 
ter the Afridi tribe, 
who live in Tunisia. 
The word ‘afridi’ in & 
turn, comes from the % 
# arab ‘afra’ which means 
= dusty, and Africa can 
‘| really be called ‘the 
dusty’ continent. The 
name Africa came into 
_ Western use through 
the Romans, who 
_| used the name Afri- 
| ca terra or ‘land of 
the Afri’, for the 
northern part / — 
oftheconti- /“ 
nent. GEESY 


we ‘gifted bath! / 
lic of Senegal \ <i 


Cn > ta 
Why is Egypt known as ‘the 
gift of the Nile’? 

Egypt, the largest Arab coun- 
try, is located in north east Afri- 
ca-theSinaiPeninsulaistheonly 
portion situated in Asia. 

In Egypt, the River Nile creates 
a fertile green valley across the 
desert. The river floods every 
year, leaving behind rich black 
mud that is ideal for growing 
crops. It was along the banks of 
the Nile that one of the oldest 
civilizations in the world began. 
Even today, Egypt's teeming cit- 
ies - and almost all agricultural 
activity - are concentrated along 
the banksof the Nile, and on the 
river's delta. Without the Nile, 
Egypt would bea desert, for only 
an inch ofrain falls each year. It’s 
no wonder that Egypt is known 
as ‘the gift ofthe Nile’. 


Wow! What a 


is a develop- 
ing West Afri- 
can country. 
Its capital is Dakar. Senegal has been 
held up as one of Africa’s model de- 
mocracies. It has an established multi- 
party system. 
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Flag of Senegal 


he Suez Canal is a waterway 
that links the Mediterranean Sea — 
and the Red Sea. It separates the 
continents of Africa and Asia. The 
canal stretches over 193.30 kilo- 
metres, and has changed the face of maritime vor 


of the greatest engineering feats of modern times. The Suet Canal 
is important because otherwise, if anyone wanted to sail from Eu- 
rope to Asia, they would have to travel all the way around Africa! 


Libya is a North African coun- 
try. A former Roman colony, Lib- 
ya is a mostly a desert country 
which saw invasions by the Van- 
dals, Byzantines, Arabs, Turks 
and more recently Italians, be- 
fore gaining independence in 
1951.Oilwas discoveredin 1959, 


Libyan Capital Tripoli 


and made the state wealthy. In 
fact, Libya can be described as 
water poor, oil rich country. The 
largest water development 
project ever devised, the Great 
Man-Made River Project, brings 
water from aquifers under the 
Sahara to the coastal cities. Since 
1969 this former Italian colony, 
independent since 1951, has 
been an authoritarian socialist 
state under Muammar Gaddafi, 
and his death at the hands of 
rebels, supported by NATO 
(North Atlantic Treaty Organiza- 


~ tion) made headlines all overthe 


euro 


Mali 

Maliis alandof rivers 
and deserts, sitting 
astride one ofthe world’s 
most historic trading 
routes. Caravanroutes 
have passed through 
Mali since A.D.300. This 
land locked country lies 
in Western Africa. 

For several decades 
after independence 
from France in 1960, 
Mali suffered droughts, 
rebellions, a coup, and 
23 years of military dic- 
tatorship. But since its 
first democratically- 
elected president took 
power in 1992, it has 
had a civilian govern- 
ment, and enjoyed rela- 
tive political stability. 


/ Fresh fruits 
and vegetables 
from Mali. 


> 
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Why does Sudan have a fast 
growing economy? 

Sudan is a country in Northeast- 
ern Africa. It is the largest country in 
Africa, and tenth largest in the 
world by area. Its huge area has 
burning deserts, wide grassy plains, 
and steamy rainforests. The River 
Nile and its various branches wind 
their way all over the country. The 
capital is Khartoum, which serves 
as the political, cultural, and com- 
mercial centre of the nation. 

After gaining independence in 
1956, Sudan suffered years of civil 
war. By 1983, disputes developed 
into a civil war that continued till 
2005 without any interruption. Su- 
dan split into two countries in July 
2011, after the people of the south 
voted for independence. Rich in 
natural resources such as petrole- 
um and crude oil, Sudan’s economy 
is currently amongst the fastest 
growing in the world. 


Gebel Barkal- A UNESCO World 
Heritage Site in Sudan 


Liberia is in Western 
Africa. It is Africa’s old- 
est republic, and was 
founded by _ freed 
American and Carib- 
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ganda is a land locked 
country in Central Africa. 
Lake Victoria, the second 
largest freshwater lake in 
the world, lies in Uganda. 
Since independence, 
Uganda has had an un- 
settled history, with 
many changes of govern- 
ment. Uganda was under 
the cruel dictatorship of 
Idi Amin, from 1925 to 
2003. However, today it 
is on the road to becom- 
ing a relatively stable, 
and peaceful country. 
Kampala is the capital 
city. 


bean slaves in 1822 - hence its name, 
which means ‘freed land’. However, Li- 
beria is mostly made up of native Afri- 
cans, with the slaves’ descendants 
comprising only five percent of the 
population. This has ledto much unrest 
and civil war. Finally, years of civil strife 
were brought to a close in 1997, when 
free and open presidential and legisla- 
tive elections were held. 

Liberia is hot and steamy, and the 
coastal plains riseto a mountainous in- 
terior that is covered by forests and wa- 
tered by rivers. Half the people live in 
villages of mud huts. 


7] 


uinea is ‘one of 
the richest countries 
in Africa. Situated on 
the West Coast of Af- 
rica, Guinea became 
aFrenchcolonyinthe 
19* century, and at- 


A » otswana 
tyre is in South- 
central Af- 
rica. The Kalahari 
Desert, hometoa 
dwindling band of 
Bushman hunter- 
gatherers, makes up 
much of the territory. 
Botswanais one of 
Africa’s most stable 
countries, and the 
continent’s longest 
continuous multi- 
party democracy. It is 
relatively free of cor- 
ruption, and has of- 
ten been calleda 
model African coun- 
try. Itis also the 
world’s largest pro- 
ducer of diamonds, 
and the trade has 
made it prosperous. 
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Guinean Children 


Ghana is a country in Africa that lies 
on the Greenwich Meridian. Present- 
day Ghana was made up number of in- 
dependent kingdoms. In 1482, the 
Portuguese established the first Euro- 
pean fort at Elmina. Trade was begun, 
largely in gold and slaves, and intense 
competition developed among many 
European nations for trading advan- 
tage. Inadditiontoivory and gold, Ghana 
was exporting palm oil, pepper, and 
corn by the mid-1800’s. By 1902, the 
British had driven out all other Euro- 
pean powers, and named their new 


Independence Arc 
in Ghana 


ANT ATT Sa 


sith 


ah eaadntnln Satta LEIS 


tained independence 
in 1958. 

Guinea Bissau is a 
small country wedged 
between Senegal and 
Guinea. It was a Portu- 
guese colony that be- 
came independent in 
1974. 


a 


“Where doyou 
keep all the gold of ) 
_ this gold coast? __/ 


British colony the Gold 
Coast. The country be- 
came independent in 
1957,and wasrenamed 
Ghana. It emerged as 
the first country in Afri- 
ca, south of the Sahara 
to regain independ- 
ence from colonial rule. 
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Obudu Plateau- A Grassland Plateau 
in Nigeria 


Why is Nigeria often called ‘the 
giant of Africa’? 

Nigeria is located in West Africa. It is 
often called ‘the giant of Africa,’ be- 
cause of the vastness of the land, and 
its huge population. In fact, Nigeria 
has the largest population in the 
continent, with over 150 million peo- 
ple. Nigeria gets its name from the 
River Niger that flows through the 
country. 

Today, Nigeria is the most impor- 
tant country, politically and economi- 
cally, in West Africa. It has huge oil re- 
serves, which have made it the richest 
country in the area. 


( river Niger, Tam \ 
\ aNigerian. Help / 
Se e 


chaeologists have found the remains of 
Ethiopia is a land- the oldest known human ancestors in 
locked country inthe Ethiopia. 
northeast African re- 
gion known as the 
Horn of Africa. Some 
of the highest, and 
moststunning places 
on the African conti- 


ameroon is a Central 
African nation on the 
Gulf of Guinea. It is the 
home of the western 


nent are found here, lowland gorilla which is 
such as the jaggedly facing extinction. Mount Cameroon, 
carved Simien Moun- the highest mountain in Cameroon, 
tains. Some of the is the highest point in the whole of 
lowest basins are Central Africa. Cameroon is famous 
found here too, such forits passion for football. Yaounde 
as the hot but fasci- is the capital. 


nating Danakil De- 
pression, with its sul- 
phur fumaroles and 
lunar-like landscape. 

Originally called 
Abyssinia, Ethiopia is 
Africa’s oldest inde- 
pendent country. Ar- 
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2010 World Cup Team of Cameroon 


Tanzania 
Tanzania 
isthelargest 
country in 
East Africa. 
Africa’s highest 
point, Mount 
Kilimanjaro, the 
dormant volca- 
no, is in Tanza- 
nia. Tanzania as- 
sumed its 
present form in 
1964, aftera 
merger between 
the mainland 
Tanganyika and 
theisland of 
Zanzibar. 


Why has Kenya 
been described as 
‘the cradle of hu- 
manity’? 

Kenyais a country 
in East Africa that 
lies on the equator. 
Most Kenyans live in 


Mount Kilimanjaro 


the highlands, where Nairobi, the capital is 
situated. West of Nairobi, the landdescends 
to the Great Rift Valley, which is a 6437 kilo- 
metres long tear in the Earth’s crust. 

Kenya has been described as 
‘the cradle of humanity,’ be- 
cause scientists have discov- 
ered some of the earliest evi- 
dence of man’s ancestors in 
the Great Rift Valley. Withits 
scenic beauty and abun- 
dant wildlife, Kenyaisone — 
of Africa's major safari Y 
semitone | 


A echnce 
of chance \ 
fossil from 


here. 


The Shortest War in History 

The British - Zanzibar war of 1896, which lasted for about 38 
minutes, is the shortest war in history! The second son of 
the Sultan of Zanzibar forced his way onto the throne inthe 
belief that he had the support of Germany. The British im- 
mediately declared war, and bombarded the Sultan’s pal- 
ace. Within 38 minutes, the Sultan surrendered. 
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Angola is in Southwest Africa. 
Explored by the Portuguese 
navigator Diego Cao in 1482, 
Angola became a link in trade 
with India and Southeast Asia. 
It was a Portuguese colony for 
500 years, and was a major 
source of slaves for Portugal. In 
1975, Angola became _ inde- 
pendent. However, civil war for 


ongo lies in Central Africa, next doortothe 
Democratic Republic of Congo, which was earlier 
known as Zaire. It was a former French colony, and was , 

granted independence in 1960. It has a small population / — 
| thatis concentrated in the country’s southwest, with / 
2 a virtually uninhabited jungle in the north. 4 
Brazzaville is the capital. 


27 years has ravaged the coun- 
try after independence. As a re- 
sult, Angola is one of the poor- 
est countries in the world, al- 
though itis one of Africa’s major 
oil producers. Almost half An- 
gola’s children are out of school, 
45 percent suffer chronic mal- 
nutrition, and a quarter of all 
children die before their fifth 
birthday, according to UNICEF. 


Tazua Fallsin Angola 


Why was Namibia giventhisname? 

Namibia is bordered on the West by the 
Atlantic Ocean, and shares land borders 
with South Africa, Botswana, and Angola. It 
is a large and sparsely populated country. 
Deserts occupy much of thelandscape, and 
their dunes take on shapes and colours ac- 
cording to the elements. The country gets 
its name from the coastal Namib Desert. It 
also boasts game-rich grasslands and a 
semi-arid Central Plateau, large tracts of 
which are given over to livestock farming. 


Tintenpalast- The Centre of Namibia’s 
Government 


Germany took control of the area, which 
it called South West Africa, in the late 
1800's. The discovery of diamonds in 1908 
prompted an influx of Europeans. South 
Africa seized it during World War I, and ad- 
ministered it under a League of Nations 
mandate. The Namibians achieved inde- 
pendence in 1990 after a bush war of al- 
most 25 years. Today, Namibia’s economy 
is based on mining -mostly diamonds, 
sheep and cattle ranching, and fishing. 
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Mozambique 
Mozambique 
lies onthe east 
coast of Africa. 
Sand dunes and 
swamps give 
way to flat 
plains anda 
high, grassy pla- 
teau. The land is 
richin natural 
resources, in- 
cluding coaland 
diamonds. How- 
ever, farming is 
still the main 
occupation. 

The Portuguese 
have dominated 
Mozambique’s 
history for al- 
most 500 years. 
In 1975, after 
years of guerril- 
la warfare, Mo- 
zambique 
finally won 
freedom. 
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Currently 
United Nations 
have 193 mem- 
bers. 


South Africa is on 
Africa’s southern tip. 
Around 24,000 years 
ago, tribes of hunter 
gatherers known as 
San or Bushman oc- 
cupied the land. In 


T love 
my rainbow 
nation. 


The Drakensberg Mountains in South Africa 


the 1400's, the Europeans arrived. The 
Netherlands established Cape Town in 
1652, and Dutch farmers called Boers, be- 
gan settling around the city. In 1919, the 
British created South Africa by uniting 
four of their colonies. South Africa has 
been a democratic republic since 1994, 
Agriculture, tourism, and manufacturing 
have made South Africa a prosperous 
country. South Africa is also rich in dia- 
monds, platinum, gold, and other miner- 
als. Did you know that its colourful mix of 
people and cultures has given South Africa 
its nickname of ‘the rainbow nation’? 


outhAfricahasthree 
capitals. Pretoria is its 
administrative capital, 
Cape Town is the legislative capital, 
and Bloemfontein is the home of the 
judiciary. 


Tell Me Why 


Tower of Great Zimbabwe 


How did Zimbabwe getits name? 

Zimbabwe is a landlocked plateau in 
southern Africa. The Shona people ruled 
the land until the first British explorers 
arrived in the 1850's. There was a mas- 
sive influx of foreigners, which led to the 
establishment of the territory Rhodesia, 
named after Cecil 
Rhodes of the Brit- Oldis not 
ish South Africa ( gold. Our new 
Company. The new \ name is good. 
state of Zimbabwe 
became fully inde- 
pendent in April 
1980, after 15 years 
of civil war. The 
country takes its 
name from Great 
Zimbabwe, a fortified 
trading hub built in 
medieval times by 
the Shona tribe. 


Port Louis- The Capital of 
Mauritius 


Dodo’s Land 
Mauritiusisa 
group of islands. 
The country’s na- 
tional symbol is 
the dodo- a flight- 
less bird that has 
now become ex- 
tinct. Mauritius 
became inde- 
pendentin 1968, 
and in 1992, be- 
came arepublic. 
The Blue Pennyis 
one of the rarest 
and most valua- 
ble stampsinthe 
world. It wasis- 
sued in Mauritius 
in 1847. Only 
eightused,and 
fourunused 
stampsareleftin 
the world. 


Why is Madagascar sometimes called 


the ‘eighthcontinent’? 


Madagascar is an island in the Indian 
Ocean off the coast of south east Africa. It 
broke away from continental Africa about 
150 million years ago, and fromcontinental 
Asia 90 million years ago. Because of its iso- 
lation, most of its mammals, birds, and 
plants exist nowhere else on Earth. Today, 
Madagascar is one of the few places on 
Earth that still has largely unexplored areas. 
It’s neither Africa nor Asia, but a world 


apart. In many ways, it is like a 
miniature continent and 
thatiswhyithasbeen 
sometimes called 


the 8" conti- Why 
has So- 

nent. f 
malia _be- 
come a centre 

for piracy? 
Somalia, situated 


in the Horn of Africa, 

lies along the Gulf of 
Aden and the _ Indian 
Ocean. Somalia became in- 


A big ship 
is coming. May be 
agood catch for 

me! 


to our own 
continent! 


depend- 
ent in 1960, but has re- 
mained a troubled and poor 
country. In fact, Somalia has 
been without an effective gov- 
ernment since 1991. 

Somalia waters are richin fish, 
but the weak government had 
no authority to patrolits coastal 
waters. As aresult, foreign com- 
mercial vessels swooped in to 
cast their nets. This prompted 
local fishermen to attack for- 
eign fishing vessels and de- 
mand compensation. The suc- 
cess of these early raids in the 
mid-1990’s persuaded many 
young men to hang up their 
nets, and make piracy their oc- 
cupation. From there, they got 
greedy, and started attacking 
everyone. By the early 2000's, 
they were hijacking any vessel 
they could seize. 

Tell Me Why 
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Canada a 
rich coun- 
try? 
Canadais 
the second 
largest coun- 
try in the 
world. The Eski- 
moswere possibly “] 
the first settlers of 
the freezing North. The 
first Europeans to arrive ernized manufacturing in- 
were the Vikings in 1000 AD. dustry too, producing every- 
The rich fishing grounds, thing from cars to canned 
and the chance to trade in _ fruit. 
furs, attracted the French 
and the British, and they 
claimed the lands in the east. 
In 1763, Britain gained con- 
trol of Canada. Today, Cana- 
da is governed by its own 
House of Commons. 
Canada is a rich country 
because of its vast natural 
resources. It is the world’s 
largest exporter of timber, 
paper, and forest products. 
Canada has a highly mod- Capital of Canada - Ottawa 
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The United States of America is lo- 
cated in North America. It is made up 
of 50 states, and the District of Co- 
lumbia. It has high mountains in the 
west, and a vast central plain. The 
landscape varies from_ tropical 
beaches and forests, soaring snow 
clad peaks, jagged mountains, roll- 
ing prairies and barren deserts. There 
are many natural wonders too, like 
the awe-inspiring Grand Canyon, the 
mighty Mississippi River, and the 
majestic Yosemite Valley. 

For centuries, native people had 
occupied the region that is now 
known as The United States. In the 
17" century, settlers moved from 


ibe 
Statue of Liberty at 
the entrance to New 


York Harbor, is a 
symbol of welcome 
to immigrants. Dedi- 
cated in 1886, it was 
the gift ofthe French, 
commemorating the 
alliance of France 
and the US during 
the American Revo- 
lution. 


Europe to America, which 
they called the New World, 
and Britain established a 
colony here. The settlers 
fought for their independ- 
ence from Britain in the 
18" century, and declared 
independence in 1776. 
Throughoutits history, the 
United States has been a 


The latest report released by the Census Bureau of 
America shows that more than 49 million (16%) of 
the people in the world’s richest nation were livingin 
poverty in 2010. The poverty rate soared to its high- 
est level since 1993 as per the official calculation. 


Tell Me Why 
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leaf is the 


he maple 
centrepiece of the 


National 
Flag of 
Canada 


national flag of Canada, and has be- i 
come the most prominent Cana- 
dian symbolinternation- 


allyalso. 


nation of immi- 
grants. People 
from England, 
France, Italy, Ger- 
many, Scandinavia, 
and East Europe, in- 
cluding Jews, all 
flocked here in 
search of a better 
life. In addition, there 
are the descendants 
of the slaves who 
were brought here 
from Africa, as well 
as Asians and Latin 
Americans too. Is it 
any wonder, that the 
United States is 
known as a ‘melting 
pot’ of people from 
all over the world? It 
is still the richest 
country in the world 
and a_ mighty mili- 
tary power. 
Countries of the World 


Mexico isaland of great 
civilizations - the Mayas, the 
Olmecs, the Toltecs and the 
Aztecs. The Aztecs were conquered by 
the Spanish in 1521.The Spanish then 
ruled Mexico for the next 300 years, un- 
til the Mexicans revolted, and won in- 
dependence in 1821. Mexico is without 
doubt, arich mix ofcultures. The people 
are the descendents of the Mayans, Az- 
tecs, or other Native Americans. Others 
are mestizo, with mixed Spanish and 
Native ancestry. pad 
Mexico has the second-largest 
omy in Latin America. 


Why is Nicaragua facing 
difficult times? 

Nicaragua is the largest 
country in Central America. It 
is a beautiful country, with 
steep forested valleys and 
several volcanoes. 

The Spanish first settled 
Nicaragua in 1522. The coun- 
try won independence in 
1838. For the next century, 
Nicaragua’s politics were 
dominated by the competi- 
tion for power between the 


Liberals and the Conserva- 
tives. The United States be- 
came involved in the strug- 
gle, and its troops stayed in 
the country for nearly 20 
years, until they were driven 
out in 1936. 

Today, Nicaragua is facing 
difficult times, and is striving 
to overcome the after effects 
of dictatorship, civil war and 
natural calamities, which 
have left its economy in 
shambles. 


Managua - Nicaraguan Capital 


Argentina 


Argentina is the second largest country in South 
America. The Spanish came to Argentina believing 
it to be rich in silver deposits. In fact the name Ar- 
gentinaisfromtheLatinword‘argentum,’meaning — 
silver. Argentina became independentin 1816, and 
Buenos Airesbecameits capital. 


Tell Me Why 
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San Salvador - Capital of El Salvador 


How did El Salvador getits name? 

El Salvador is the smallest, and most 
densely populated country in Central 
America. It borders the Pacific Ocean, 
and its narrow plain is backed by a chain 
of volcanic mountains, and a fertile pla- 
teau. Here there are many small farms as 
well as forests of oak and pine. The rich 
volcanic soils make it ideal for coffee 
plantations. 

The name El Salvador, is the Spanish 
for ‘the saviour,’ - or Jesus Christ. The 
Spanish conquered this region in 1524. 
El Salvador, with the other countries of 
Central America, declared its independ- 
ence from Spain in 1821, and was part of 
a federation of Central American states. 
However, that union dissolved in 1838. 
Today, El Salvador has a democratic gov- 
ernment, which has shown success in 
providingmanufacturingjobs—butfaces 
the challenges of poverty, crime, and 
natural disasters. 
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Trinidad and 
Tobago 

Trinidad and To- 
bago lie in the Car- 
ibbean Sea off the 
Northeast coast of 
Venezuela. The 
Spanish, and then 
the British ruled 
these islands until 
1962, when it 
gained independ- 
ence. In 1976, Trini- 
dad and Tobago 
became a republic. 
Most of the island- 
ers aredescendants 
of slaves from Afri- 
ca. Oil is the biggest 

industry. 
@ Sneha Rao 


Port of Spain - 
Capital of Trinidad 
and Tobago 


Honduras, which means ‘depth’ in Spanish, 
is named after the deep Caribbean Sea that 
that forms its northern border. Bananas are 
the main crop of the Honduras, and in the 
early 1990’s, the USA owned all the banana 
plantations in the Honduras, which gave 
them great power over the weak govern- 
ment. This gave rise to the phrase ‘banana re- 
public,’ which has come to mean a small, po- 
litically unstable country that is economically 
dependent on asingle export commodity. 


Tikal Temple Tikal was one of the major cities of 
the Mayan civilization, and it flour- 
ished from the 6th tothe 10th century 
AD. It had magnificent temples, pal- 
aces, shrines, tombs, terraces, plazas 
and homes. 

In the ninth century, the Mayan 
world was turned upside down. Many 
of the great centres like Tikal were 
deserted- no one really knows 
See Why. Baon the jungle covered all 
the magnificent 
structures. They 
remained _ hid- 
denforcenturies, 
until the ruins 
were discovered 
in 1850, and their 
splendour has 
astonished the 
world. Tikal is in 
Guatemala. 


Tell Me Why 


Honduras 


Costa Rica is in Central 
America. Costa Rica was 
inhabitedby an estimated 
400,000 Indians or Native 
Americans when Colum- 
bus explored it in 1502. 
The Spanish conquest be- 
gan in 1524, and they 
called the land Costa Rica, 
or the rich coast, because 
they thought it might be 
rich in gold. 


oliviais situated in the heart 
of South America. Modern Boliv- 
ia was oncea part of Inca Empire. 
The Spaniards defeated the Incas 
inthe 16"century, and ruled the 
land for 200 years. The country 
wonits independence in 1825, 
and was named after Simon Boli- 
var, the famous liberator of the 
South American Wars of Inde- 
pendence. 


Costa Rica achievedindependence 
in 1821. It became a republic in 1848. 

Costa Rica has stood out for its sta- 
bility, and has benefited from the 
most developed welfare system in 
the region. It has no standing army, 
andits citizens enjoy one of the high- 
est life expectancy levels in the 
Western hemisphere, and better liv- 
ing standards than most of Central 
America. It is often called ‘the Swit- 
zerland of Central America,’ because 
of its reputation for peace, political 
stability, and prosperity. 


SanJose - Capital of Costa Rica 


Why was Cuba called ‘sugar island’? 

Cuba is the largest island in a group of 1500 islands inthe 
Caribbean that are also known as Cuba. 

Christopher Columbus landed on the island in 1492, and 
by 1511, Spaniards had established settlements here. Ac- 
cording to legend, it was the Spanish who brought sugar 
cane cuttings to the island. The cuttings were planted and 
grown by the local people, who were quickly turned into 
slaves. In the early 1800's, Cuba’s sugarcane industry 
boomed, requiring massive numbers of black slaves and 
sugar quickly became the cornerstone of the Cuban econo- 
my. By mid-19th century Cuba provided about a third of the 
2*  world’ssugar,and Cuba cametobe known as ‘sugar island’. 

*  |n1933,a group of army officers, overthrew President Ger- 
ardo Machado. Fulgencio Batista, became president in 
1940. He was later overthrown by Fidel Castro, after arevo-.. 
< lution. Fidel ‘brother Raul Castro i is: low pple sa te Se me" 


Voodoo 

Voodoo is a religion that has its 
origin in Africa. This religion is said Voodoo arrived in Haiti 
to be famous for animal sacrifices with African slaves. They 
and black magic. were only free to practice 
it after the revolution in 
1804. 

Haiti later became a 
major centre of this reli- 
gion outside Africa. 


Tobacco Plantation in Cuba 


Ruins of Earthquake 
in Haiti 
Tell Me Why 


A Waterfall in Jamaica ¥ 
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Barbados is an island, 
north of Venezuela. It is cir- 
cled by fine beaches and 
narrow coastal plains. Bar- 
bados became independ- 
ent in 1996. Today, this 
eastern Caribbean nation 
has seen tourism as its 
main revenue earner. The 
beauty this island has 
captivated the world. Here, 
beaches of fine white sand 
stretch along a blue-green 
sea and coral reefs fringe 
the shoreline to provide 
excellent snorkeling and 
scuba diving. 
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Jamaica is an island in 
the West Indies. Arawak 
Indians inhabitedit when 
Columbus explored it in 
1494. In his log, Columbus 
described it as ‘the fairest 
island that eyes have be- 
held; mountains and the 


land seem to touch the § 


sky, all full of valleys and | 
fields and plains’. It re- 
mained under Spanish 
rule until 1655, when it 
became a British posses- 
sion. In 1953, Jamaica 


gainedinternalautonomy, 
and became independent 
in 1962. 

Jamaica's beauty has 
made tourism the most 
important industry. 


Why is pe- 
troleum im- 
portant to 
Venezue- 
la? 

Venezue- 
la occupies 
most of the 
northern 
coast of 
South Amer- 
ica on the Car- 
ibbean Sea. Its 
name means ‘lit- 
tle Venice,’ and it 
wasgiventothecountry 
by European explorers, be- 
cause the natives who lived 
there built their houses on 
stilts over the water of Lake 
Maracaibo, and this remind- 
edthemofVenice. 

Venezuela has some of the 
world’s largest proven oil de- 
posits as well as huge quanti- 
ties of coal, bauxite, and gold. 


The largest petroleum de- 
posits are located under the 
eastern shores of Lake Ma- 
racaibo. Venezuela is the 
eighth largest oil producing 
country in the world, and the 
petroleum industry accounts 
for more than half the gov- 
ernment’s revenue. 


French Guiana 
French Guiana lies above the equator, and is a hot and 
steamy landthatis coveredwithrainforests. French Guiana 
is not an independent nation, but has belonged to France 


since 1667. For over 150 years, it was a place where France 
sent its dangerous prisoners. 
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Kaieteur Waterfalls 
inGuyana ym 


The Medellin Cartel 
Colombia is sometimes called ‘The Gateway to South America’ 


An Airport in Columbia 
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because ofits location at the junc- 
tion of Southand Central America. 
The Medellin Cartel was an organ- 
ized network of smugglers in the 
city of Medellin, Colombia. By 
1993, the Colombian government 
had successfully dismantled the 
cartelbyimprisoning, or gunning 
downits members. 

91 


How did Brazil get its name? 

Brazil covers nearly half of South Ameri- 
ca, and is the continent's largest nation. 
Overa third of Brazil is drained by the Am- 
azon, the longest river on Earth, and its 
tributaries. Brazil is famous for its rainfor- 
ests, especially the Amazon Rainforest, 
which is the world’s largest jungle. 

Brazil is the only Latin American nation 
that derives its language and culture 
from Portugal, which claimed the terri- 
tory in 1500. The early explorers brought 
back a wood that produced a red dye, 
‘pau-brasil’, from whichthelandreceived 
itsname. In 1889, Brazil became a repub- 
lic, Today, Brazil is without doubt, South 
- America’s most influential contry: and 
_ economic giant. 


Brasilia - C apital of 
a ~ Brazil 
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A Country without 
Currency 
Ecuadorisinthe 
northwest part of 
South America. The | 
equator passes 
through the coun-_ 
try, and the name © 
‘ecuador’ is Span- | 
ish for ‘equator’. 
Ecuador does not 
haveacurrencyof — 
its own. The US dol- — 
laristhe official 
currency.Ecuador 
did have its own 
currency, which 
was knownas the 
sucre. However, 
soaring inflation 
made Ecuador 7 
abandonthesucre ~ 
and it was replaced © 
withthe USdollar. — 
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Why is Peru asso- 
ciated with the In- 
cas? 

Peru is in western 
South America. Peru 
is divided by the An- 
des Mountains into 
three sharply differ- 
entiated zones. Pe- 
ru’s rich and varied 
heritage includes the 
ancient Incan capital 
of Cuzco, and the lost 
city of Machu Picchu. 
The country boasts 
spectacular scenery, 
including Lake Titi- 
caca, the world’s 
highest navigable 
lake. 

Peru was once part 
of the great Incan 
Empire- in fact, it was 
the homeland of the 
Incas. The Spanish 


who ruled Peru for 300 years, destroyed 
the Inca Empire. In 1820, Peru won its in- 
dependence from Spain after a series of 
battles. 

Peru is a farming nation, and farmers 
work on small farms high in the Andes 


Peruvian Capital Lima 


Mountains. Potatoes are believed to have 
originated in Peru. Peru is also rich in cop- 
per, silver, lead, zinc, oil and gold. Nowa- 
days, Peru issaidto have one of the world’s 
fastest-growing economies. 


Paraguay and Uruguay 

Paraguay is a landlocked country in the centre of South 
America. Paraguay won independence from Spain in 1811, 
but it was followed by years of bitter war with its neighbours. 

Uruguay is a small country on the east coast of South 
America. The Portuguese were its first European settlers. 
Spain wrested the country from Portugal in 1778. Independ- 
ence was won in 1825, and the republic was set up in 1828. 


@ Ninu Dixit 
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: cient people. 


The Galapagos Islands are 


4 hometo the largesttortoises 


4 expedition, which 
* helped him to form 
his theory of nat- 4 
» ural  selec- 
tion. 


Easter Island belongs to 
Chile. It is famous for its giant 
: stone sculptures called Moais, 
; which were created by its an- 


in the world. This group of 


Charles Darwin’s 1835 a i 


Chile is situated in South 
America. It is the longest, 
thinnest, strip of a country in 
the world. Its unusual, rib- 
bon-like shape - 4,300 km 
long, and on average 175 km 
wide - has given it a hugely 
varied climate, and made it a 
land of dramatic extremes. 

Chile was originally under 
the control of the Incas inthe 
north, and nomadic tribes in 
the south. Today, Chile is one 
of South America’s most sta- 
ble and prosperous nations. 
Farming and fishing are im- 
portant occupations. The 
country is rich in minerals, 
and oil and natural gas have 
been found in the southern 
islands, and this heralds an 
era of greater prosperity for 
Chile. 


Moai on Easter Island 


Why is Austral- 
ia a unique 
country? 

Australia is 
located be- 
tween the 
Indian 
Ocean and 
the South 
Pacific { 
Ocean. It is 
unique in \ 
that it is both 
a country and 
a continent by 
itself. Australia is 
also the only nation 
to govern an entire 
continent and its outlying 
islands. Themainland is the larg- 
est island- and it is also the 
world’s smallest, flattest conti- 
nent. Although Australia is the 
sixth largest country in the 


world, it has the lowest popula- 
tion density. Australia becamea 
nation under a single constitu- 
tion in 1901. 


COUNTRIES OF OCEANIA 


There are fourteen coun- 
tries in Oceania. They are 
Australia, Fiji, Kiribati, Mar- 
shall Islands, Micronesia, 
Nauru, New Zealand, Palau, 
Papua New Guinea, Samoa, 
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Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tu- 
valu, Vanuatu. Australia and 
Oceaniacomprise over 7,500 
islands. Around 2,100islands 
are inhabited, providing 
home to 35.9 million people. 
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includes several smaller islands, 

some of which lie far away in 

New Zealand is made up of the South Pacific. This beautiful 

two islands, North Island and country has many unique spe- 

South Island, which lie in the cies of birds, reptiles, and 
Southwest Pacific Ocean. Italso plants. 


hristmas Island is an Australian territory, locatedintheln- 
dian Ocean on the rim of South East Asia. It was discovered 
on Christmas Day of 1643 by Captain William Mynors. 
There is also another Christmas Island that is part of the © 
Republic Of Kiribati, which is a country encompassing 33 


Pacific atolls and islands. This island was discovered by 
James Cook on Christmas Eve of 1777. 
ArvindBhat 
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Guinea 

Papua 
New Guin- 
eaoccupies 
the eastern 
half of the 


island of New Guinea, just 
north of Australia. The 
first inhabitants of the is- 
land New Guinea were 
Papuan, Melanesian, and 
Negrito tribes. 

@ Praveen Agarwal 


The original inhabitants of 
New Zealand were the Maoris, 
who sailed here in large canoes 
from islands that were located 
further north. Europeans first 
visited New Zealand in 1624, 
and started to settle here by the 
1700's. New Zealand was a Brit- 
ish colony from 1840 to 1907. 

New Zealand is sometimes 
called ‘the world’s biggest 
farm’, with aneconomystrongly 
based on agriculture and horti- 
culture. Its mild climate, plenti- 
ful rainfall, abundant sunshine, 
and fertile soil make it ideal for 
farming. Meat, dairy products, 
and wool still remain among 
New Zealand's major overseas 
export earners. 
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’ 
LARIFICATIONS & 
RRECTIONS 


Itis our policy to correct errors, 
and present differing views and 
clarifications about the contents 
in previous issues. Please send in 
your feedback, mentioning the 
title and page number. 


Arnob Chakrovorty, a stu- 
dent of class 9, International 
Public School of Kolkata, has 
sent us some interesting add 
- on information for our Octo- 
ber issue, Amphibians. 

He writes about the La Pal- 
ma Glass Frog (Hyalinobatra- 
chium valerioi) also called the 
Reticulated Glass Frog. It is so 
called because the skin on its 
underside is nearly transpar- 
ent, and its internal organs 
are visible. Its head and 
smooth back are yellow, or 
slightly orange yellow with a 
net pattern that is green with 
black spots. Its hind legs are 
long and thin. Its toes are 
completely transparent and 
havesomewebbing. Theyare 
found in Central and South 
American countries. 

Thank you Arnob, for your 
valuable feedback. 

- Editor 
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| Wonder Wht 


Aren't there many little things you have wondered about, but didn’t know whom to 
ask? Send us your questions, and we will give you the fascinating reasons behind the 


incredible mysteries of life. 


Why do we sneeze? 

Sneezing is our body's way of 
saying ‘NO!’ to tiny particles that 
enter through our nose. 

The nose has its ways of keep- 
ing out bits of dust and dirt -ei- 
ther the hairs in our nostrils stop 
them, or they get stuck in the 
mucus in our nasal passages. 
When these particles irritate the 
lining of our nose, we feel a tickle 
in our nose, triggering a sneeze. 
During a normal sneeze, we take 
in a big breath, then expel the air 
very forcefully out through our 
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nose and mouth, expelling the 
offending particle from our air- 
ways. 

If you are allergic to plant pol- 
len, animal hair or some food 
items, it may end up in a bout of 
sneezing. You also sneeze when 
youcatch acold. 

Have you noticed that you 
close your eyes when sneezing? 
Themuscles involved insneezing 
are the belly muscles, the chest 
muscle, the diaphragm or the 
large muscle beneath your lungs, 
the muscles that control your vo- 
cal cords, and the muscles at the 
back of your throat. 

There is the custom of saying 
‘gesundheit’ in Germany and 
‘bless you,’ in other parts of the 
world, when you sneeze. It was 
believed that sneezing means 
that you are about to fall ill and 
the person standing near you 
says ‘bless you,’ wishing you 
good health soon. 

@ K.P.Sukumar 
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